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• Attitudinal differences among youth related to community 
structure and growth status were studied, using as subjects the 
high school seniors from the public schools in three selected 
communities. 
Variations in attitudes were measured by an attitudinal 
and personal data questionnaire, which included an adaptation of 
the Twenty Statements Test and a sociometric device. The latter 
was used to establish groupings, which enabled comparisons to be. 
made of responses to selected �stionnaire items by respondents 
both within and among the sample communities. 
The participating communities were matched on: (a) popula­
tion in 1940, (b) status as a county seat town, and (c) geo·graphical 
base. The particular structure of each community was detennined 
by identifying the reputational leaders, and interviewing them 
with open-ended questions. The data obtained indicated that the· 
communities could be considered as having similar structures-,· and 
they were so classified in a typology of communities developed 
v1ith ·this study. 
Distinctions related to· growth status were made on the 
following bases: (a) the growing community showed a population 
increase of five per cent or more between 1940 and 1960; (b) the 
stable community had a population in 1960 that was within five 
per cent of its 1940 census; and (c) the declining community 
decreased in population by at least five per cent during this 
period. 
Thus, the core of the study focused on two independent 
variables--community structure and growth status--and a dependent 
variable--attitudinal differences arnong youth. However, growth 
status was also considered as a dependent variable. 
The hypotheses tested that related to the independent 
variables stated that attitudinal differences among youth are a 
function of differential experiences with _success within a given 
COIJL�unity (or structure) rather than: (a) related to different 
community structures, or (b) related to.community growth status. 
The hypothesis treating growth status as a dependent 
variable stated that there were ecological and socioeconomic 
differences related to community growth status. It was observed 
that the growing community (a.) was the county seat town in the 
larger county, (b) was more centrally located within the county; 
(c) was served by more adequate highways and railroad facilities, 
and (d) was more favorably located with reference to other shop­
ping· centers. 
The findings indicated differences in attitudes regarding 
self, as measured by Twenty Statements Test items (statements by the 
respondents which begin, "I am • • •  "), between the sociometrically 
identified stars and isolates that were significant at the one per 
cent level. However, the data also indicated that significant 
differences existed between communities. This suggested that there 
was a two-dimensional basis of differentiation: within the 
1
communities, the stars (the subjects identified by their classmates 
as most popular, as having done most for the class and/or school, 
or as most likely to succeed in the post high school years) , 
reflected proportionately more positive attitudes than the other 
respondents; among communities, respondents in the growing community 
reflected more positive attitudes than respondents in the stable and 
declining communities. 
Other variables found related to success experiences of 
youth, in order of importance, were: (a) level of parental educa­
tion; (b) estimate of family income; (c) intellectual ability; and 
(d) residence readily accessible to the center of a community. The 
relative impo;r-tance of the above was seen to vary with the degree 
to which a cowJnunity structure was oriented toward assisting youth 
in achieving successful experiences. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Statement of ProQlem 
The research reported in this paper explored possible 
relationships between selected characteristics of three rural com­
munities and the attitudes held by their youth. The community 
;characteristics selected for study were (a) structure and (b) 
growth status (experience with reference to population size) . The 
attitudes examined were those which the subjects had developed 
with reference (a) to their classmates and themselves, and (b) to 
business; religion, recreation, and the family. 
In addition to the public concern with the alienation of 
youth, the so-called generation gap, several studies provided 
direction and motivation for this research. The first of these 
was a report to Congress which _stated that greater accomplishments 
in the reversal of juvenile delinquency trends could be expected 
if, among other approaches, 
a much gr�ater attempt than at present is made to discover 
exactly how our society is structured, organized, and oper­
a ted, and what this portends for the everyday life of youth 
(including delinquent youth) in specific segme�ts of the 
society, and for their ambitions, values, and sense of self­
worth. l 
lu. S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Report 
to the Congress on Juvenile Del;nguency (Washington: U. S.- Govern­
ment Printing Office, 1960), p. 30. 
2 
Although the report cited above sought to deal with juvenile delin� 
quency, its causes and cure, its motivating influence herein was 
to stimulate a desire to k..now more about the impact of the struc­
ture, organization, and operation of specific segments of our 
society on the everyday life of their youth (their runbitions, 
values, and sense of self-worth). 
Another study, "The Effects of and Adjustment to Social 
Change in South Dakota Communities, 11 1 contributed to the delinea­
tion of this research· in several ways. First, identification with 
it guided the selection of the segments of society to be studied, 
namely, rural communities. Secondly, its emphasis on changes in 
size and population characteristics suggested that growth status 
-might be related to the attitudes expressed by youth in rural 
cow.munities.- .Among its listed objectives was that of determining 
changes in "size and population characteristics of rural commu­
nities in the North Central Region, and to assess the forces 
associated with these cha..nges. 11 2 Finally, its emphasis on II field 
studies in a sarnple of communities undergoing growth; a sa'nple of 
communities undergoing decline; and a semi-control sample of conmm­
n i  ties which are remaining relatively stable,"3 suggested that 
attitudinal differences among communities as well as within 
communities might be examined. 
1A State project contributing to the North Centra� Regional 
Project, NC-80, 11Comnnuiity Adjustment to Social Change in the · 
North Central Region."  
The emphases selected out of the two above-mentioned 
studies were combined to constitute the research topic: attitudinal 
differences among youth related to community structure and growth 
status. 1 
This study sought to exar11ine two independent variables-­
community structure and growth status--and a dependent variable-­
attitudinal differences among youth. Of the two independent 
:variables, com.i�unity structure and growth status, the former-­
community structure--was considered more difficrut to relate to 
attitudinal differences among youth in this study. The reason 
for this was that rural communities, located in the same general 
area and matched on several criteria, were not expected to differ 
markedly in structure. Therefore, location of subjects within a 
particular community structure was expected to relate more directly 
to attitudes expressed among youth than a similar location in the 
structures of different communities. It was assumed that the 
other independent· variable--growth status--could be readily and 
directly related to attitudinal differences among youth. There­
fore, it was decided to consider it as a dependent (as well as 
independent) variable in an attempt to discover what independent 
variables, if any, may be related to growth status. 
linitially, the·phrase "developing concept of self 11 was 
employed; it was replaced with "attitudinal differences 11 when the 
.former appeared to sugg·est the process whereby the concept of self 
is developed rather than the product as the latter can be observed 
at a specific point in time. 
3 
Objectives of the Study 
Two broad objectives were established as guide lines for 
this research: 
1. To ascertain whether there were observable ecological, 
demographic, and socio-economic differences between communities 
4 
that were related to community structure and/or growth status; and 
2. To ascertain whether there were attitudinal differ­
ences among youth within and among communities that were differenti­
ated on the basis of community structure and/or growth status. 
In pursuing the first objective, selection of a sample of 
communities was projected on the basis of growth status: one 
undergoing decline, another undergoing growth, and a third experi-
encing relative stability. These communities were then to be 
compared on a number of variables, as has been suggested above. 
To ascertain whether there were attitudinal differences 
among youth within and among communities that were differentiated 
on the basis of community structure and/or growth status, the fol­
lowing· plans were developed. First, a device was formulated where­
by groups would be established within communities on the bases of 
popularity among and evaluation by classmates. Second, another 
instrument was employed by means of which attitudinal differences . 
among youth would be observed. 1 
lBoth of these instruments have been described in greater 
detail later in this report. 
Definition of Terms 
The basic terms and/or concepts used in this research 
were defined as follows: 
1. Youth, as used in this study, referred to the members 
of the Class of 1967 in the public high s_chool in each of the 
sample communities. 
2. Community was defined as the geographical area and 
�nteraction encompassed by the high school district boundaries 
identified with the county seat t01.ms.included in this study. 
J. Community structure was defined as the particular net­
work of interaction patterns identifiable in the particular coilli�u-
1' ni ty at a given point in time. The observed corn.muni ty structure 
was considered to be supportive of the dominant values and inter­
ests of the community. 
4. Community growth status simply denoted the experience 
of a community with reference to population numbers. A loss of 
population between 1940 and 1960 in excess of five per cent, as 
calculated from U. S. Census data, constituted a growth status 
referred to as a declining community; a similar percentage increase 
during this period was the criterion for a growing community; and a 
conununi ty within five per cent of its 1940 population in 1960 was 
considered to be a stable community. 
5. Attitudinal.differences was used ·to denote observable 
variations among the respondents in the attitudes and feelings 
which they had developed with reference: (a) to their classmates 
5 
I 
and themselves; and (b) to their communities and institutions such 
as the school, government, business, religion, recreation, and the 
family. 
6 
CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
In that a review of literature f_ailed to produce any studies 
identical or similar to the one discussed in this paper, the litera­
ture cited herein consists of two types considered relevant to the 
development of a background for this research. 
On the Self and Similar Concepts 
The first type of study included in this review of litera-
l 
ture focused on the development of attitudes toward the self, ·as 
well as other concepts similar i� meaning.1 The reviews that follow 
have· not been.arranged in order of any presu.�eq importance. 
The "Looking-Glass Self" 
The oldest study reviewed was initially copyrighted in 1902. 
Authored.by Charles Horton Cooley, it defined the social self as 
11 simply any idea, or system of ideas, drawn from the communicative 
life, that the mind cherishes as its own. 11 2 The process by means of 
lErik Erikson wrote, "It has not escaped the reader that the 
term identity covers much of what has been called the self by a 
variety of workers, be it in the form of a self-c_oncept • • • , a self 
system • • •  , or in that.of fluctuating self experiences described by 
• • • others. 11 Iden ti tv and Anxiety, Maurice Stein, Arthur Vidich, 
and David White, eds. (New York: The Free Press, 1960) , p.-7J. 
2charles Horton Cooley, Human Nature and the Social Order 
·(New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1922), p. ·179. 
8 
which the self-idea was communicated to the mind was seen to consist 
of three principal elements: 11the imagination of our person t_o the 
other person; the imagination of his judgment of that appearance; 
and some sort of self-feeling, such as pride or mortification.ul •. 
The product of that process was called the "reflected or looking­
glass self, 11 a product of "constructive imagination working with the 
materials which social experience supplies.n2 
Many of Cooley' s ideas were developed from observations 
which he made of his children (M, daughter; R, son) as they devel­
oped the ability to differentiate between "I", 11me", "my", aJ1d 
"mine". In his discussion of various dimensions of the 11 1 11 , Cooley 
stated that 11 the group ·self or 'we' is simply an 'I' which includes 
other persons; 11 Le., an extension of the "I 1 ' . 3 Egotism, in con­
trast, was vi•ewed as a lack in human nature, a preoccupation with a 
narrow 11 1 11 • 
Several conditions were deemed necessary for the develop­
ment of a healthy self, the first of which was that of a mature pre­
natal development. In the postnatal period, persons were viewed as 
needing to understand and believe in themselves--the more completely 
the better. Furthermore, Cooley considered hero-worship to be 
important in the development of the self, especially during the 
plastic period of youth. However, 
if youth is the period of hero-worship, so also is it true that 
hero-worship, more ·than anything else, perhaps, gives one the 
2Ibid., p. 242. 
sense of .youth. To acu:nire, to expand oneself, to forget the 
rut, . to have a sense of newness and life and hope is to feel 
· young at any time of life J· 
The 11 1 11 and the ."Me 1 1 
A second classic study reviewed, perhaps more widely known 
than the above, also attempted to explain "the conduct of  the indi­
vidual in tenas of the organized conduct of the social group, rather 
than to account for the organized conduct of social groups in terms 
of  separate individuals belonging to it. 11 This book, not actually 
published by its author, George Herbert Mead, consists of lectures 
recorded by his students and edited by Charles Morris. 2 It is 
divided into three main suqdivisions: mind, self, and society. 
In the first of the above-mentioned sections, mind was pre­
sented as arising out of  social interaction, and was defined as 
"that mechanism of control over meaning, " L1ade possible by language 
in the hur.ian individ.ual. 3 Although the mind has its focus in the 
individual human organism, it was seen essentially as a social 
phenomenon. The pro cess by means of which the mind comes into 
being was viewed as consisting of experiences in which the individ­
ual was involved, of which he was conscious , and to which his 
adjustment was modified or refined by his awareness of it. 
libid., p. 314. 
2George Herbert ·Mead � Mind, Sel-f , and Society, Charles W. 
Morris·, ed. (Chicago: The University of Chi cago Press, 1934).  
3Ibid., p. lJJ. 
9 
10 
The self was presented as something which is nonexistent at 
birth, "but arises in the process of social experience and activity, 
that is, develops in the given individual as a result of his rela­
tions to that process as a whole and to other individuals within 
that process. 11 1 The basic characteristic of the self was identified 
as its being an object to itself, which distinguished it from other 
objects and from the body . 
The process by means of which the full development of the 
self is reali zed was seen as consisting of two general stages. In 
the first, the individual organized 1 1the par ticular attitudes of 
other individuals toward himself and toward one another in specific 
social acts in which he participates with them ; n the second stage 
-consisted of the "organization of the social attitudes of the gen­
erali zed other or the social group as a whole" to which the indi­
vidual belongs. 2 Thus, .one had to be a member of a community to 
become a self. 
The individual possesses a self only in relation to the 
selves of the other members of his social group ; and the struc­
ture of his self expresses or reflects the general behavior 
pattern of this social group to which he belongs, just as does 
the structure of the self of every other individual belonging 
to this social group.3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The essence of the self, as we have said, is cognitive: 
it lies in the internalized conversation of gestures which 
constitutes thinking, or in terms of which thought or reflec­
tion proceeds. And hence the origin and foundation of the 
self, like those of thinking, are social. 4 
libid . ,  p .  135 . 
Jrbid . ,  p .  164. 
2Jbid . ,  p. 158. 
4Ibid . ,  p. 173. 
11 
The contribution to a knowledge of self for which Mead may 
best be remembered is the distinction he made between the 1 1 1 11 end 
the 11 me", which he did as follows: 
The "I" is the response of the organism to the attitudes of 
the others; the "me" is the organized set of attitudes which 
one himself assu.�es . 1 
Thus, Mead defined the 1 1me 11 as the self one is aware of in a given 
situation, and the "I" as the action of the self within a given 
social context. These two, the n 1"  and the "me" as they appear in 
our experiences, he considered to constitute the personality, as 
well as  phases of the self. 2 
The concluding section of the book consisted of a discus­
sion of soqiety, which was viewed as requiring minds and selves to 
exist. In turn, Mead argued that society' s individual members 
would not possess minds and selves "if these had not arisen or 
emerged out of the human . social process in its lower stages of devel­
opment. 11 3 Thus, the developments of mind , self, and society were 
presented as interrelated and concurrent processes. 
The Presentation of Self in Everydav Life 
A concern with the response called out in others was the 
focus of Goffman's contribution to man's understanding of himself. 4 
He employed the metaphor of the theatrical performance, and viewed 
2Ibid. ; p. 192. 
4Erving Goffman, The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life 
(Garden City, New York: Doubleday Anchor Books, 1959) . 
The Problem of Identity 
Whereas the studies reviewed thus far have been rather 
general, the literature reviewed in this section were more specif-
13 
. ically focused on changes in the concept of self. which have been 
associated with adolescence. One such study by a psychoanalyst was 
concerned with man in mid-twentieth century America, "with his 
changing character, with the loss of his old identity, and with his 
search for a new one. 11 1 Identity was defined as 
a coherent sense of self. It depends upon the awareness that 
one 's endeavors and one's life make sense, that they are 
meaningful in the.context in which life is lived • • • •  It 
is a sense of wholeness, of integration, of knowing what is 
right and wrong and of being able to choose. 2 
Insofar as the study focused on youth, Wheelis contended 
that the questions of adolescence receive no final answers, but 
neither can they be ignored. The questions are: " }!ho run n 11 
"Where am I going? " "What is the meaning of life? 11 However, he did 
observe that a person growing up in a small American town in the 
previous c entury lived in a relatively homogeneous society, in which 
the contemporar.r manners and morals were generally accepted without 
question. tt They provided the basis for · the sense of identity. They 
defined--not one way of life among many--but the way of life, the 
right way. Following this way of life insured basic security. n 3 
lAllen Wheelis, The Quest for Identity (New York: W . W. 
Norton and Company, Inc., 19 58) ,  p. 9. 
2 3 3 0 9 2  
2Ibid. , p. 19. 3Ibid . ,  p. 92. 
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the total performance area as consisting of three regions: a "front 
region where a particular performance is or may be in progress ;  1 1 a 
back region 11 where · action occurs that is related to the performance ; "  
- and 11 the outside" which consists of "all places other than the two 
already identified. 1 1 1 The back region was seen as being a place 
wherein the actor (s) could relax, prepare for a performance, or 
from which they might receive cues helpful to the front performru1ce. 
Although Goffman identified many dimensions of the total 
performance, the particular insight which was considered especially 
meaningful to an understanding of the self was his projection of 
the individual presenting him0elf as he wished to appear. If the 
performance were convincing, the actor's concept of self as presented 
was reinforced; if not, the actor was faced with the necessity of 
revising the concept of self presented so as to make it more 
credible. Thus , Goffman seened to stress the conscious efforts 
of the individual to shape his public image (imp�ession management 
and dramaturgics), while Cooley placed _ the emphasis on the degree 
to which the imagined evaluation of one by others was the dominant 
f actor. In comparison, Mead also placed a stronger er:1phasis on 
the spontaneous process whereby the individual becomes aware of the 
11 1 11 and the "me" • 
libid. , pp. 134-1 35. 
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In contrast, he . viewed the village society of today as 
replaced by mass society, in which the existence of heterogeneous 
mores requires that one select. a way of life among many even though 
conformity thereto fails to provide security. n The approval of 
others becomes essential. 111 This reliance on external sources  of 
authority was viewed as being acquired. and as stressing adjustment. 
And adjustment in a rapidly changing culture was viewed as result­
ing in a loss of the sense of self. "Not knowing what he stands 
for, he does not know who he is. 11 2 
In summari zing the above, it was observed that Wheelis 
described. the quest for identity as being much more difficult for 
youth today because of the current importance of the peer group, the 
decline in the significance of the family, and the rapidly changing 
world with its "collapse of values. 1 1 .3 
Another scholar, who has contributed to an understanding of 
childhood and adolescence, employed 1 1 the term ego identity to denote 
certain conprehensive gains which the individual, at the end of _ 
adolescence, must have derived from all of his preadult experience 
in order to be ready for the tasks of adulthood. u4 The adolescent 
process was considered to_ involve a psychological moratorium, which 
provided the individual an opportunity for experimentation as well as 
libid. 2 Ibid., p. 129. 3 Ibid. , p. 1 75. 
4Erik H. Erikson, "The Problem of · Ego Identity, "  Id entity 
and Anxiety, Maurice Stein, Arthur J. Vidich, and David H. \fnite, 
eds. (New York : The Free Press, 1960), · pp .  37-87. 
1 5  
a niche in some section ' of his society; the latter served a s  a bridge 
between "what he was as  a child and what he was about to become, 11 
and to "reconcile his concepti?n of himself and his com unity' s 
. recognition of him. 11 The psychosocial moratorimn provided an oppor­
tunity 1 1 during which extremes of subjective experience, alternatives 
o·f ideological choice, and potentio.lities of realistic commitment 
can become the subject of social play and of joint mastery. "1 
Erikson stres sed the importance of the community 's response 
to the adolescent ' s  need to be recognized by those aroUivid him. He 
argued that any conclusion which holds the existence of an individual 
(ego) pos sible against or without a specifically human environment 
was senseless. He viewed the task facing p sychoanalytic sociology as 
that of " conceptualizing man' s environment as the persistent endeavor 
of the older and more adult egos to join in the organization effort 
of providing an integrated series of average expectable environments 
for the young egos. 11 2 The recognition granted the individual was 
seen to focus on more than achievement; the individual, Erikson . 
stated, must be given " function and status a s  a person whose gradual 
growth and tran sformation make sense to those who begin to make 
sense · to him. 11 3 
The process  of ego identification was presented as a single 
concept within a wider conception of the huraan life cycle, and as a 
lJbid. , p. 85. 
3Ibid., pp. 45-46 . 
2Jbid. , p. 77 • . 
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process which began in childhood. and continued throughout life. The 
total process--as he diagrammed it--consisted of  eight stages 
(infancy, early childhood, play age, school age, adolescence, young 
adult, adulthood, and mature age ) ,  each of  which was marked by 
specified developmental problems. 
Erikson distinguished between ego identity and ego ideal . 
The former was "characteri zed by the more or less actuall;y- attained 
but forever to-be-revised sense of the reality of the self with 
social reality, " while the latter (ego ideal ) represented "a set of 
to-be-strived for but forever not-quite-attainable ideal goals for 
the self. 1 1 1 
Furthermore, identity formation was interpreted by Erikson 
as having a self-aspect and-an ego-aspect. The ego was seen as 
being a central organi zing agency, while the self, ever-changing, 
was viewed as the awareness of the synthesis attained. 
The Ever-Changing Self and Adolescence 
The review of literature described above was followed by an 
evaluatiqn of other studies which dealt with the problems facing 
youth .during the adolescent period. Included in this group were two 
volumes of background and/or research papers by a number of authors. 
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Youth in Transition 
The first of these volumes was edited by Sherif and Sherif, 
who also authored the opening chapter dealing with the " Problems of 
Youth in Transition. "l The problem of adolescence was described as 
that of reformulating the concept of self which has been developed 
during childhood. 
The problem may be thought of fruitfully a s  the process  
of forming (and changing) conceptions about one' s self rela­
tive to the many persons, objects, groups, institutions and 
values that constitute one' s environment. Better still, these 
self-conceptions may be called attitudes ,  since they not only 
define denotative ties with aspects of the enviroDJ�ent, but also 
imply their evaluation . 2 
Several factors were viewed as complicating the redefinition 
of the self concept. Among the first of these were bodily and chemi­
cal changes, which were considered b�wildering in themselves.  To 
these was added the frustrating experience of spending years during 
which one may be " neither child or adult, girl or woman, boy or man, 
neither wholly dependent on adults nor wholly independent of 
them • •  What he hears most is  that he must postpone . He must 
wait. 11 3 Being impatient with the interpretations and alternatives 
offered him by adults, youth were seen to gravitate toward age-mates, 
who were understanding in that they shared the same experiences. In 
contrast, the "youth cultures" which developed, the influences of 
lProblems of Youth : Transition to Adulthood in a Changing 
Society, Muzafer Sherif and Carolyn Sherif, eds. ( Chicago: The 
Aldine Press, 196 5) , pp. 1-12 . 
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which may be . either for ' good or evil, were viewed as being neither 
understood nor appreciated by adults. 
Horrocks' contribution _ to the volume reiterated that "the 
prime business of growing up is the development of a self concept 
and the relating of that concept to both the inner and oute·r 
environ.i71ent. ul He saw involved in this a generali zed desire 
to assert oneself over the environment by construing it in 
accord with the self-concept that one has built, and even by 
bringing the enviromnent to serve and nourish that self-concept . 
The adolescent ' s  problem is that the process is reciprocal, and 
the environment is even more likely to change the self-concept 
than the self-concept is to change the enviromnent. 2 
When the latter happened, and no satisfactory rationalization was 
forthcoming, youth, according to his thesis, turned sometimes from 
the prescribed patterns to less approved activity and delinquency. 
With reference to the transition from childhood to ado.les-
cence, an importa..rit point was made. 
There. is an interesting parallelism between this period 
of habit replacement following the advent of puberty and the 
period when the small child is passing from the period of 
initial habits to the period of socialization. One difference 
is that the adolescent brings to the current replacement the 
experience of his previous transition, which may have been good 
or bad. m hypothesis might be that transition to adolescence 
is easier when the earlier transition was favorable, and diffi­
cult when the earlier transition was difficult.3 
Gottlieb brought to the discussion the observation that no 
single youth culture existed. He viewed . adolescence as " a  series 
of transitions which every individual in every society must undergo. · 
Writing as a sociologist, he contended that 
lJbid .,  pp. 15-27 . 2Jbid . , p. 1 7 .  .31bid., p. 26. · 
it is essential to view both the social climate or structure 
of the society and the characteristics unique to a specific 
group of  youth. 1 
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In a study dealing with_ college subcultures , it was stated 
that "youth will become involved in those activities which they 
perceive as being related to their own goals, and will tend to reject 
those in which they fail to see a connection between personal goals 
and potential activity. 1 1 2 An implication of this for interpersonal 
relations was that youth become involved with referents whom they 
believed had the ability and desire to help them. 
Hol tzn1an and Moore, in a discussion of "Family Structure 
and Youth Attitudes," indicated that family si ze created . problems 
for today 's youth; that children who live with both parents had 
fewer problems than those who lived in homes with stepfathers, 
especially if the original father had been college educated and the 
stepfather had not; that the loss of the real mother brought about 
problems whether or not the father remarried; and that ordinal 
position of the child made no difference. 3 
Another study by the Sherifs which was reviewed noted that 
both individual and group levels of analyses were essential to an 
understanding of youthful behavior. 4 Although the study emphasized 
1Ibid. , p. 33. 3rbid . , pp. 46-61. 
4Muzafer Sherif and Carolyn Sherif, Reference Groups 
(New York: Harper and Row, Publishers, 1964) . 
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the primary importance of the reference group, 1 the influences of 
the neighborhood and larger society were also stressed. Furthermore, 
a dilemma in anticipating behayior patterns was expres sed thusly. 
If the physical arrangements of the neighborhood and the 
behavior of its r esidents vary over a period of time within 
definable ranges, and if these affect the pursuit of one ' s  
interests, then differing neighborhoods may be expected to 
play a part  in creating d�fferent pictures in one ' s  plight or 
one 's fortune, as the case may be. 
On the other hand, in a modern society, where mass com­
munication is the rule ru1d where physical movement out of one's 
neighborhood and city is so greatly eased by modern means of 
travel, we may also expect that individuals' evaluations and 
goals would be smilar in certain respects in all settings of 
that society . Here the question is, 1 1 How s it!lilar are they and 
with respect to what spheres of l iving? 1 1 2 
The findings, based on representative samples of urban high 
school youth in low, medium, and high socio-economic areas, showed 
that the respondents possessed ncommon values, traceable to the 
larger society, as well as  variations in self-radius and goals 
related to characteristic differences in their neighborhoods • 11 3 
While identifying the areas of similarity as 1 1the uniformity and 
urgency of desires for the good things in life, 11 and an 1 1 image of 
individual success in .American life as purveyed by the magic world 
of TV, movies, papers, magazines, and popular books, 11 the Sherifs 
concluded that it would be inexcusable to ignore the group 1 1 setting 
lThose groups in which one "wants to be counted as an indi­
v idual , which include the individuals whose opinions make a differ­
ence to him, whose standards and goals are his, " were defined by the 
Sherifs as one's reference groups. Ibid. , p. 180 . 
2Ibid., pp. 96-97. 3 Ibid., p. 25 7. 
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and its avai"lable facili'ties and goals among the independent varia­
bles in studying group behavior. 1 1 1 
The basic premise put f_orth by the Sherif s was that age­
mates in general, and one ' s  own voluntary associates in particular, 
become major reference groups for the individual . "They are the 
ones whose opinions matter and whose actions count. n 2 The reason 
given for this was that individuals who share in the fonnation of 
�roup practices and norms reflect the same in their attitudinal 
reactions, standing for some persons, objects, groups, and institu-
tions, and against others. 
The importance of the reference group to the individual was 
summari zed succinctly as follows: 
To the extent that the individual derives a sense of be­
longingness and a sense of being somebody to be counted through 
his membership in the group, the group increasingly becomes the 
source of his personal security and the context for gauging his 
personal feelings of success and failure in relevant spheres  of 
activity •. Hence, • • •  the binding rules, values, or standards 
for his conduct are those of his reference group ( s )  • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
When he feels that he does not belong, that he is not wanted, 
and that his interests are not included in the larger scheme of 
things, his personal sensitivity is aroused in a context of 
those who do belong to hh1, who do want him, and who do take 
account of his interests. 3 
This study was included in the review of li tera.tlil·e because 
it sought to answer the question, 1 1 Does growmg up in differ-
ent neighborhoods result in differences in youths' conceptions of 
l ibid. , p .  102 . 
3Ibid. , p. 251. 
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themselves, in their values, in goals for the future? 11l The findings 
revealed difference s ,  but the observed differences were relative, 
not_ absolute or categorical . However, it was noted ( 1) that the 
neighborhoods were differentiated ac cording to socio-economic 
criteria; (2 ) that the research focused on large cities located in 
the Southwes t ;  and (3) that the participant-observer technique was 
employed, using field workers of similar ethnic background and only 
slightly older than the subjects . Another observation recorded in 
the study was that school, recreation and cor;mmni ty officials were 
inclined to deny the existence of informal groups of adolescents 
because the latter were equated with trouble and were, therefore , 
broken up. 
Rural Youth in a Changing Environment 
The second edited volume reviewed, and mentioned earlier, 
contained the unique elements from fifty-four background papers pre­
pared for the conference . on "Problems of Rural Youth in a Changing 
Environrnent, 11 held at Stillwater, Oklahoma, September 22-25, 1963. 2 
These papers, condensed into twenty-seven chapters, were listed 
under six headings: " (a) Their Rural Community Backgrounds; 
(b) Rural Education; (c ) Physical and Mental Health of Rural Youth; 
libid., p. 257. 
2Rural Youth in Crisis: Facts , Myths , and Social ChaDge, 
Lee G. Burchinal, ed. (Washington: U. S. Department of Health, -
Education and Welfare, n �·d. ) 
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( d) Prevention and Treatment of Juvenile Delinquency in Rural Areas ; 
( e) Adapting to Urban Ways; and ( f) Helping So.cially Disadvantaged 
Rural You th. 11 l 
The first chapter viewed contemporary American .society to 
be best understood as  a predominantly urbani zed and industriali zed 
society, "in which the larger cities organize and integrate com­
mercial, financial , and other activities throughout a large area. "2 
Within this context, it was noted that nonfarm employment in rural / 
areas is not increasing fast enough to absorb ru:rnl youth coming of 
age , "thus ensuring continued heavy outmigration from labor surplus v 
areas. 11 3 
The second chapter included a section which dealt with the 
adverse effects of rural ar�as , in which it was stated that, 
if a rural youth, or an adult for that matter , seeks to improve ) 
his personal economic position through outmigration , he confronts 
many institutional impediments , both public and private • • • •  
Generally , only the harder to fill positions and/or the least 
J attractive ones will be open for the rural migrant. _ Sometimes , 
too, jobs are rationed on the basis of formal school completion. 
To the extent that this occurs , ffiany rural migrants are further 
disadvantaged ,  especially when labor slackens, because of their 
low educational attainment. 4 
A chapter by Bealer discussed "The Myth o .f a Rebellious 
Adolescent Subculture: Its Detrimental Effects for Understanding 
Rural Youth. 1 1 5 He concluded that the research record seemed to 
indicate that rebellion was not a characteristic of youth in the 
libid. , p. ix. 2Ibid., p. 3. 
5 Ibid. , p • 36 .  
3Ibid. , pp. 16-17 , 
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United States. In an attempt to -explain the persistence of the 
myth, the author placed the major responsibility on a confusion with 
reference to the me&�ing of culture: youth do not have a separate 
culture ; they differ with adults in their behavior in degree only 
rather than in kind G 
In the section on delinquency, traditional factors were 
listed as causes: rejection, family, economic , etc. However, it 
ras noted that a change has taken place with reference to treatment. 
Whereas in the past efforts had been made at changing the individual, 
recent theory sugg�sted that changing the social situation may be 
more effective in controlling delinquency . I 
The section dealing with 11 Adjustment to Urban Waysn stressed 
that rural-to-urban migration was nothing new, but that it has taken 
on a. new significance with the closing of the frontier and the· 
almost simultaneous tightening of immigration quotas ; naro.ely, to 
provide labor for urban industry. 2 A youth' s decision to migrate 
was seen to be influenced by his "definition of the situation,'-' the 
degree of cohesiveness in the family, and the degree to which the 
parents stimulated and motivated him. 
Hhen youth did migrate, usually to larger towns and cities 
V 
accessible to the home community, they were aided in their .assimila­
tion by education, a task for which the rural community school was 
lBecause this study dealt with types of juvenile offenders, 
a more extensive review of the same is not _ included even though this 
concern motivated, in par�, th�s research • 
. 2Ibid., pp. 257-370. 
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considered hardly adequate. In reference to this, the question was 
raised whether "any community is really committed to assimilating · 
youth unless it is taking a major step to improve its schooling, " 
as well as the quality of its housing and neighborhoods. To say 
that one wants to assimilate people without supporting that statement 
with community funds and actions was considered simply "to disillu­
sion those who are not already disillusioned. 111 
'Sociali zation in a Community Setting 
.Another study which dealt with the community, especially 
community structure, sought "to provide a meaningful frame for commu-
' nity analysis and to demonstrate its potential application to commu­
nity development . "2 Within this. framework, the community was defined 
formally - as the structure of elements (relationships among in�titu­
tions, groups, formal organizations, or other component units within 
the community) and dimensions (the all-pervasive, p atterns these 
relationships may take) " to solve problems which must be solved 
w ithin the local area. 11 3 
Among the contributions of this study were the observa­
tions or pr inciples contained within or at the end of each chapter. 
For instance, it was noted that 
libid .,  pp. 284-285. 
2Lowry Nelson, et al., Community Struc ture and Change 
(New York : The Macmillan Company, 1960), pp . v .  
3Ibid. , pp. 21-24. 
i t  is the contention· of  some observers that the adjustment of 
youth to the institutions of the conm1unity is becoming less 
favorable, an observation that foreshadows trouble for the 
community if age can be regarded as a factor predictive of the 
behavior of  future adults. l 
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It was also noted that, in most small communities, "the school is 
the l�rgest enterprise in the community, both in terms of budget and 
number of  people involved. 112· The significance of  this observation 
is that, although the rural school may be hardly adequate in pre­
paring its youth for urban life, it does represent a major effort 
of the rural community. 
Another book, intended primarily as a text for under­
graduate courses, viewed the coR�unity as a social system. 3 One of 
its contributions was the distinction it made between system and 
structure: a social system_ was defined simply as  a set of inter­
related parts; while a social structure was presented as a particu­
lar pattern of  relationships between the parts, which is identifi­
able at a given point in time, and also retains a degree _ of 
consistency over a period of  time. 
Sanders viewed the community as a social system, which 
could be -considered to consist of two aspects. The community could 
be studied with a focus on its setting and .components, or with its 
lr· · d  �· , p. 212. 2 . 
. 
Ibid., p. 344. 
31rwin T. Sanders, The Community: An Introduction to a 
So cial System (New York : The Ronald Press, 1958). 
) 
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operations in mind. The ' first of_ these investigated how a community 
was structure_d and organized; the second was concerned with how a 
community operated. 
A more empirical s tudy, although primarily conqerned with 
determining "trends in the runount of trade center decline and the 
kinds and locations of' centers susceptible to decline, n has been 
cited because of its definition of a viable center as "one that can 
sustain, or even enhance, its position as a commercial center in 
the context of nonnal social and economic change. u l Youth who 
lived in a viable center, as defined above, could be expected to 
be more viable and to reflect the same in their attitudes toward 
themselves, others, and their communities. 
An abstract of another Canadian study indicated that loss 
of population _in a rural area, with a subsequent decline or dis­
appearance of hamlets and convenience centers was not the only type 
of problem rural areas have to face. In the research cited, three 
arctic communities were compared. 2 All of the communities had 
experienced increasing runounts of modernization, had common cultural 
backgrounds, and had differential contact histories with the domi­
nant Canadian society. This study served as a reminder that more 
lGerald Hodge, 11 Do Communities Grow?--Some Perspectives 
and Predictions, " Rural Sociology, XX.XI (June, 1966) , pp . 183-196. 
2Ronald Cohen, "l�odernism and the Hinterland: The Canadian 
Example, " Sociological Abstracts, XV (August, 196?) , p. 727 . 
modern rural conununities might be experiencing an even greater 
level-of-living struggle, if it were not for the extensive out­
migration of youth that has taken place. 
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Another American study sought rtto trace in detail the 
relationship between the rural community and the various agencies 
and institutions of .American ma.ss society that affect rural life. "l 
The authors presented their book as a descriptive and social analy­
sis, not as  a prescription or a prognosis. Furthermore, they did 
not profess_ to have studied the community "whole. 11 Areas such as 
marriage, courtship, and child rearing were not directly treated, 
nor was any particular attention given to the problems of youth. 
This book was included in this review because it was con­
sidered to be an exrunple of -the rural community operating within the 
context of urbanized social organization. 2 Springdale's people were 
pictured as living in a world which they could not and did not 
control. In that life must go on, various forn1s of illusion and 
defense were employed . These enabled �he inhabitants to perform . 
their daily duties, to be useful and productive to a degree, and to 
live, to _a certain extent , "full and not _ wholly unen joyable" lives. 
The question raised by the_se authors was, 1 1 Do rural people today 
1Arthur J. Vidich and Joseph Bensman, Small Town in Hass 
Society (Garden City, New York : Anchor Books, 1958) . 
2As defined by Lee Taylor and Arthur Jones, Jr. , Rural 
Life and Urbanized So ciety (New York: Oxford University Press, 
1964). 
engage in self-deception to keep from facing the real state of 
affairs, namely, control and domination by the mass society? " 
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After having surveyed what this writer considered to be a 
pessimistic, if not cynical, evaluation of a rural co:minunity in its 
relationship to mass society, a brief review was made of one of the 
controversial yet influential interpretations of the J'rn1erican 
experience: 1 1 The Significance of the Frontier in .American History, " 
an essay written by Frederick Jackson Turner and read before the 
American Historical Society meeting in 1893 . 1 It opened a new 
period in the interpretation of the history of the United States, 
and stimulated the production of numerous monographs by students 
who explored and docUt�ented the thesis that the frontier had been 
the dominant factor in American institutional development . The 
thesis gained wide acceptance in popular thought, for it proved 
"to be emotionally satisfying to the generation to which it was 
addressed . "  
Turner argued that the most important effect "of the 
frontier has been in the promotion of democracy here and in Europe, "  
but warned that 
the democracy born of _ free land, strong in selfishness and indi­
vidualism, intolerant of administrative experience and education, 
and pressing individual liberty beyond its proper bounds, has 
1Frederick Jackson Turner, "The Significance of the 
Frontier in .American History, 1 1 American Is sues: The Social Record, 
Merle Curti, Willard Thorp, and Carlos Baker, eds ·. (New York : J·. B. 
Lippincott Co. , 1960) , pp . 661-674 . 
its dangers as well as  its benefits. Individualism in America 
is allowed a laxity in regards to governmental affairs which 
has rendered possible the spoils system and all the manifest 
evils that follow from the lack of a highly developed civic 
spirit. l 
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Critics of Turner 's thesis have attempted. to minimize its 
importance. For instance, one historian wrote that urban .America 
intrigued Turner no less than the West, for he had prepared an out­
line on " The Significance of the City in PJnerica...'1 History. 11 2 
Another writer suggested that Turner may have overestimated the 
uniqueness of America 's frontier experience, while ad..r.litting that 
products of the frontier--rugged individualism and laissez faire-­
were still powerful forces. 3 It was also noted that an Italian 
economist , Loria , had advanced the thesis that the gradual decrease 
of free land , not the moving frontier, was the basic factor in the 
social development of America . 4 A Swedish economist also challenged 
Turner ' s  thesis, contending that "the protecting oceans were as 
important as the frontier for Arnerican domestic development and , 
2R.oy A. Billington , "Why Some Historians Rarely Write 
Histo�J =  A Ca se Study of Frederick Jackson Turner , "  The Mississippi 
Valley Historical Review , L (June, 1963 - Harch, 1964 ) , pp. 3-27. 
3J. A. Burkhart , " The Turner Thesis : A Historian ' s  Contro­
versy, 11  Wisconsin Maga zine of History, XXXI (September, 194 7 - June, 
1948) , pp. 70-83. 
41Hcholas Tima.sheff, Sociological Theory: Its Nature and 
Growth (New York: Random House , Inc., 1957), p .  88. 
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particularly, its system· of government, a fact not adequately devel­
oped by historia.ns. 1 1 1 
A major theoretical dev�l?pment, which shares with the above 
an interest in history, has been set . forth by Martindale in two of 
his recent books. Although the basic elements wer e  observable in 
the earlier book, 2 they have been refined and given universal signif­
icance in the more recent volume . 3 Much of the latter book was 
devoted to a discussion of the ceaseless way in which man has varied 
his social arrangements in his attempts at the master.r of nature, 
socialization, and social control. 
Seeking to supply a historical perspective within which the 
uniqueness of large-scale organizations may be appreciated, he 
developed "a rough typology_of historically significant human cornmu­
nities. 11 4 Martindale defined the community as 11 a grand strategy of 
collective life, representing a modification of the various group 
strategies by considerations that exceed the limited objectives of 
specific - groups. 1 1 5 One of the group strategies with which he saw 
the community concerned was the transformation of man into a hwnan 
lGunnar lliyrdal, .An American Dilemma ( New _York: McGraw-Hill, 
Inc., 1964) ,  Vol .  1, p. 433 .  
2Don Martindale, Americai.1 Society (Princeton, New Jersey: 
D. Van Nostrand Company, Inc., 1960) .  
3Don Martindale, Institutions , Organi zations, and Mass 
Society (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1966). 
5Ibid .. , p. 533 . 
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being--socialization . Relating this strategy to the rough typology 
he had developed, he stated that 
there is sufficient evidence to show that each of the various 
historically significant COJ.?illlUni ties  has carried out the task of 
· socialization in ways unique to it . Our age is engaged in its 
own special organization of the institutions of socialization. l 
In a study focused on the process--sociali zation--rather 
than the setting--the community--Elkins defined sociali zation nas 
the process by which someone learns the 1,mys of a given society or 
1 social group so that he can function within it. 11
2 He added that 
socialh mtion includes both the learning and internali zing of 
appropriate patterns, values, and feelings .. . . .  The term 
socialization , in itself, refers to learning the ways of any 
established and continuing group--an immigrant becomes social­
ized into the life of his new country ; a recruit into the life 
of the Army ;  a new insurance agent into the patterns of his 
company and job . 3 
Two other writers have discussed the relationship between 
socialization and the changing envirorunent. 4 Wheeler stated his 
position as follows. 
Just a s  individuals may become differently sociali zed 
because of differences in past experiences , motivations, and 
capacities, so may they become differently socialized because 
of  differences in the structure of the social settings in which 
they interact. 
1Ibid., P •  400 . 
2Frederick Elkins, The Child and Society: The Process of 
Sociali zation (New York: Random House, Inc., 1960) , p. 4. ----
4orville G. Brim, Jr . ,  and Stanton Wheeler, Sociali :z.ation 
After Childhood: Two Essays (New York: John Wiley and Sobs, Inc., 
1966) . 
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The guiding assumption is simply that in many situations 
individuals remain highly adaptable and flexible, prepared to 
fit their behavtor into the demands of the current social 
.context. The result is that we must not only look at underlying 
motives, that is, how people have internali zed deep_ly rooted 
features of the social order. Much can also be learned by tak­
ing a close look at the structure and situation within which it 
occurs. l 
He further suggested that the effect of sociali zation set� 
tings on socialization outcomes may be mediated through a parallel 
set of intervening processes. These were considered capable of 
changing 
(a ) the organization's capacity to provide clear and unambigu­
ous norms for performance, (b) its capacity to provide oppor­
tunities for learning and practicing the required performance , 
or (c) its capacity to selectively reward the behavior of its 
recruits.2 
He expected that the most favorable sociali zation outcomes, from the 
point of view of the sociali zing agency, would occur 
�n settings where the typical recruit is motivated and capable 
of learning • • • •  and where the setting itself presents a 
clear normative structure, offers many opportunities for per­
formance, and has the- power of selective reward. 3 
B rim also focused on the complexity of modern societtes and 
the possibility that socialization is never complete or totally 
effective. 4 After employing a truism (people learn different things 
at -different times and places in their lives), he specified six 
libid. , p. 54 • . 
2Ibid., p .  110. 3Ibid. , p. 112 . 
4Ibid., p. 24 . A statement attributed to R .  C .  Angell 
listed the conditions essential for effective socialization as fol­
lows : n .h  child is most likely 'to internalize the common values and 
nonns of. his society wheri _ ( l )  the society itself  is well integrated ; 
(2) he lives in a stable neighborhood or community ; (3) his farJily 
probable changes in the content of socialization which accompany 
the varying life-cycle changes. The most important of these he 
considered to be a shift from a concern with values and motives to 
a concern with overt behavior. 
Attitudinal Differences �1illlong Youth 
Studies reviewed which focused on the product of  sociali­
zation rather than the setting and content were of two types. 
General Studies 
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One of these included studies which dealt with career 
aspirations and e::x-periences of rural youth, such as those sponsored 
by the Works Progress Administra.tion in the late 1930' s ;  e. g. , 
"Youth in .Agricultural Vill�ges, 1 1 by Bruce L. Melvin and Elna N. 
Smith. 1 In more recent years, similar studies have been a part of 
North Central Regional projects ; e.g., rr career Choices of Rural 
in a warrn, coopere.ti ve fellowship in which he is trained to accept 
responsibility; ( 4) the family is well enough integrated into the 
society to guide him in his adjustment to the wider world ; (5) he 
is accepted into peer groups that conform to societal nonns ; and 
(6) school and church give him an ·opportunity to experience a 
group life that is morally well-integrated. 1 1--Dale White , - "The 
Church in a Crisis of Values, " Concern (November 1, 1967 ) , p .  7. 
lBruce L. Melvin and Elna N. Smith, "Youth in Agricultural 
Villages, " Research Monograph XXI, Works Progress Administration, 
1940. 
Youth in a Changing Society, 11 1 and a contemporary study of high 
school students in South Dakota . 2 
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The first of these attempted to summarize and integrate 
research findings relative to the factors that - influence the occupa­
tional choices youth make. Specifically, the report dealt with the 
following. 
1. The process and stages involved in making an occupa­
tional choice. 
2. Comparison of the process of  occupational choice and 
occupational achievement between rural and urban youth. 
J. Some factors related to occupational choices. 
4. Comparison of factors which differentiate between 
farm-reared boys planning to farm and those planning non-farm 
careers. 
5. Research findings in understanding occupational choices. 
6. Some considerations for programs that should improve 
occupational choices among rural youth.3 
The South Dakota study reportedly found that high school 
seniors tend to make their career selections on the basis of job 
title rather than job content. It also found that parents were 
rated most influential in shaping educational plans of their 
children . 4 
�Lee G. Burchinal, "C3.reer Choic�s of Rural Youth in a 
Changing Society, " North Central Regional Publication No. 142 , 
Agricultural Experiment Station , University of l1innesota, 
November, 1962. 
2A brief reference to this project has been made in 
Appendix B, page 140. 
3Burchinal, lac. cit. , p. 3. 
4Great Plains Observer, II (M.arch, · 1968) ,  · p. 12. 
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Several similar studies have been made with Wisconsin 
subjects. One of these used a random srunple of farm boys who were 
high school seniors . in 1957 (N = 932). 1 .Among the findings were 
the following : (1) planning to farm h·ad a depressing e.ffect on 
educational aspirations , while choosing a professional or execu-
tive occupation tended to raise them; (2) the more receptive a 
student was to new ideas the less apt he was to plan on farming , 
and the more likely he was to choose a professional or executive 
occupation; and (3) the degree to which significant others expected 
high achievement was inversely related to farming plans and directly 
related to professional or executive occupational plans • 
.Another Wisconsin study explored the correspondence 
between "the social psycholo�ical characteristics of fann boys , 
their occupational choices, and the needs of society for optimum 
allocation of talent to various occupations." 2 It found that boys -, 
from farm backgrounds generally match , in social and psychological 
characteristics , the occupations they prefer to enter. A third 
study compared the "entrepreneurial orientation" of 4l6 boys from 
Washington County, .. risconsin. On the measures employed to ascer­
tain the entrepreneurial factor (s) , farm boys scored lowest , with 
lArchibald O. Haller and William H. Sewell , "Occupational 
Choices of disconsin Farm Boys , Rural Sociology, XXXII (March,  1967) ,. '< 
pp. 37-55. 
2Hurray A. Straus , tt Societal Needs ;md Personal Character- . 
istics in the Choice of Farm, Blue Collar , and White Collar Occupa­
tions by Farmer ' s Sons , 1 1 Rural · Sociology,. XXI X (December , 1964) , 
pp. 408-425. 
the working-class boys only slightly higher, and the middle-class 
boys highest.1 
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On a statewide study of- students in thirty rural high 
schools in Washington, Slocum did not find lower levels of educa­
tional aspiration among farm than amnng nonfarrn high school stu­
dents, as had previqus studies by American rural sociologists. He 
attributed the relatively high levels of educational aspirations and 
expectations of farm boys and girls to family and peer ( reference) 
groups and the long-term influence of the state' s educational system. 
The need to leave farming was seen to have been communicated to a 
majority of far.ill boys and girls; those who did plan to farm had 
been convinced of the need for scientific knowledge in successful 
farming. 2 
An Arkansas study revealed that the aspirations of senior 
high school boys from a low-income area compared favorably with 
those of boys in higher-income areas; however, the authors con­
sidered their major finding to be that "a lack of capabilities· may 
be a more limiting factor than aspiration levels in the occupational 
l11urray A. Straus and Cecili a E. Sudia , " Entrepreneurial 
Orientation of Farm, Working Class, and Hiddle Class Boys, 1 1  Rural 
Sociology, XXX (September, 196 5) ,  pp. 291-298b. 
2Walter Slocum, 11 The Influence of Reference Group Values 
on Educational Aspirations of Rural High School Students," Rural 
Sociology, XXXII (September, 1962 ),  pp. 270- 277. 
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achievement of rural youth. 11 1 The findings implied that the social 
environment, including education, may exercise more of a restraint 
on capabilities necessary for occupational success than on occupa­
tional aspirations. 
A study of the relationship between occupational aspira­
tion and occupational achievement, covering a ten-year period for 
1001 young males, produced findings which complemented those of 
the previous study. 2 Although adolescent aspirations were found to 
be positively related to subsequent occupational attainments, the 
general conclusion was that aspirations do not appear to be a good 
predictive device for long-run occupational attainments . · Further­
more, this study found that the discrepancy between aspiration and 
achievement varied directly �ith the relative prestige level of the 
original occupational choice. 
The studies reviewed above, although not exhaustive, were 
:found to be representative of those dealing with the career aspira­
tions of youth. For the inost part, distinctions between subj ec_ts 
were made on a rural-urban or on a farm-nonfarm basis. Little or 
no attention was given to specific variables and particular commu­
nities, such as has been done in the studies discussed below. 
1110yd Bener, Daryl Hobbs, and James Golden, 11 Congruence 
Between Aspirations and Capabilities in a Low-Income Rural Area,n 
Rural Sociology, XXXII (September, 1967) ,  pp. 278- 289 . 
2william Kuvlesky and Robert Bealer, "The �elevance of 
Adolescents ' Occupational _Aspi�ations for Subsequent Job Attain­
ment, 1 1  Rur al Sociology, XXXII (September, - 1967) , pp. 290-301. 
39 
Community Studies 
Studies which did deal with particular communities were of 
two .types. The first of these consisted primarily of descriptive 
studies, in vogue about 1940, which did suggest, overtly or 
covertly, something about the orientation of these communit:1es with 
reference to their youth. Only selected sections which imply or 
express something about how these communities felt about youth have 
, :been cited. 
The first of these studied a rural New Mexico community, in 
which the youth were becoming increasingly inclined to look for 
opportunities away from home.1 Two developments encouraged this 
attitude: on the one hand were the pull factors, represented by 
recently established government agencies for young people (such as 
the Civilian Conservation Corps and the National Youth Administra­
tion); on the other hand, the influence of the opinions of the older 
people worked to encourage youth to emigrate. With reference to 
--------- -
the latter, it was noted that 
the older people are not concerned about the new tendency 
on the part of a few young men to leave El Cerito. They 
regard such a move as advantageous b ecause it alleviates the 
pressure of population at home, and feel that the movement 
should be encouraged as much as possible. Under present 
conditions they see no other solution to the o·rercrowded 
lolen Leonard and C. P. Loomis, 1 1 Cul tu.re o.f a Contem.porar.r 
Rural Community: El Cerito, New Mexico, " Rural Life Studies: 1, 
U .  S .  Department of Agriculture, November , 1941. 
situation than making jobs available in town for a large 
number of local young men.l 
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A second study was concerned with a contemporary (1940) 
rural comrau.�ity delineated on the basis of the area ser�ed by a 
high school. 2 It asked, u what happens to the youth?"  A fol.low-up 
of high school graduates revealed that seventy-two per cent had 
left the county. Furthermore, the study revealed that those who 
leave rarely return . The important observation here was not how 
the adults felt about most youth leaving the county, but how pre­
pared did they consider their youth to be. 
In general ,  the people assume that their young people can 
compete anywhere , although they do not have outstanding 
success stories . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Objectively, the people generally recognize the curtailment 
of opportunity on the outside but, emotionally they are begin­
ning to blame the young people. Several said that the young
/ folks lack ambition ; that they are satisfied to stay around 
home and not try to get anything to do. 3 
In this study also , the community seemed anxious to export its excess 
youth, but the latter were reluctant to leave and were subjected to 
criticism. 
A .third study described a New England  community from which 
many youth had left for other rural areas, some to work in small 
libid. ,  p. 61. 
2Earl H. Bell, 1 1 Culture of a Contemporary Rural Community: 
Sublette, Kansas , "  Rural Life Series: 2, U. S. Department of 
Agriculture, September, 19/'r2. 
>Ibid . ,  pp. 101-lOJ. 
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towns, and an apparent majority to find employment in the cities. l 
The remaining youth were so few in number that it became difficult · 
to c�nduct "games, parties, or other forms of group activity. " The 
authors described the community as thinking 
well of the young people who get employment elsewhere as soon 
as they are finished with school . ! • •  The present farmers 
reali ze that most of the young men have little to start a farm 
with a reasonable chance of success. City work is simply the 
sensible choice of a boy who wishes to be something more than 
a casual laborer. 2 
'Implied in the above was the idea that II good youth" move out of the 
'-- ---
community after graduating from high school . 
A fourth study in this series described an Old Order A.l'flish 
, community in Pennsylvania. 3 Here the problem with reference to 
youth was "restraining" them within the corrilllunity, rather than 
exporting ·them. The post-adolescent, pre-marriage year s were con­
sidered the most critical age-period. In 1939, -the chief conflict 
seemed to center around the desire of these youth for forbidden 
pleasures; e.g., the automobile. The primary remedy employed was 
that of an early marriage, which the elders believed would check the 
lKenn�th McLeish and Kimbal Young � 11 Culture of a Contem­
porary Rural Community : Landaff, New Hampshire, " Rural Life Studies: 
J .  U. S. Department of Agriculture, April, 1942. 
2Ibid .,  pp. 88-90. 
3walter M. Kollmorgen, "Culture of a Contemporary Rural 
Community : The Old Order .Amish of Lane aster County, Pennsyl va.11ia ,  11 
Rural Life Studies : 4, U. S. Department of Agricul tu.re, September, 
1942. 
· "wildness" of youngsters. · t ! Wben they marry, we can usually stop 
worrying about them. 11 1 
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The fifth community study reviewed revealed that most of the 
Iowa farm boys in a sample (20 of 35) wanted to farm , although a 
larger proportion of girls favored small town or village life. The 
young men in the study were confident that they would become more 
successful in agriculture than their parental generation had been. 
This community appeared to have been a classic example of 
the popular stereotype of virtuous rural life. 
During the years he is in school and after his schooling is 
finished , a boy, if not needed at home , is expected to work out 
as a farm hand or at some other employment. In somewhat the 
same way a girl , after her schooling is done , is to do the work 
for which she is prepared, or work with her parents , or work for 
others at some honorable employment • • • •  As soon as young 
people are settled in the_ir own minds, they should marry, and 
early in their married life they should have children. 2 
Generally, the young people were seen to adhere rather closely to the 
prevailing moral standards with reference to crime and delinquency. 
The final community study in this series was noteworthy in 
that it included 1 1parents whose children were , for the most part , 
grown up and had migrated to the city. All were virtually forced to 
leave the community because of the lack of' opportunities there. 11 3 
2Edward O. Moe and Carl C. Taylor, t1 Culture of a Contempor­
ary Rural Community: I rwin , Iowa , 1 1  Rural Life Series: 5 ,  U. S. 
Department of Agriculture , September , 1942 , p .  71. 
3Halter Wynne , 1 1 Cu�ture .of a Contemporary Rural Community: 
Harmony, Georgia ,  11 Rural Life Studies: 6 ,  · U. S. Department of 
Agriculture , January, 1943 , p .  47. 
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Other more recent · studies, and more directly related to · the 
research reported in this paper , attempted to identify attitudinal 
and/or adjustment differences between rural and urban youth. In one 
such study, data were gathered from three New York City .school s ,  and 
one town school which was attended by both town and farm children. I 
The data revealed that the suburban children, in these samples, were 
the most adjusted, the urban children ranked next, the rural children 
third, and town children poorest of all . The urban way of life was 
considered advantageous because of ( a) a wider range of social con­
tacts, (b )  a greater exposure to the mass media, and ( c ) better 
s chools. However, it was noted that the rural-urban gap was narrow­
ing as urban values ·spread to rural areas • 
A study of all 1 7-yea__r old boys in a Michigan county in the 
spring of 1957, indicated that personality orientations are related 
to residence; e . g. ,  farm boys scored lower than urban boys on 
intelligence and educational aspirations. 2 In another study con­
cerned with residence, a sociometric questionnaire was administered 
to the entire population of a high school, the purposes of which 
were: (1) - to investigate the existence of preference and prejudice 
by rural and urban schoolmates for each other ; ( 2) to discern the 
lBryon Munson, "Personality Differentials .Among Urban, 
Suburban, Town, and Rural Children, " Rural Sociology, XXIV 
( September, 1959) , pp. _ 257-264. 
2Archibald 0 .  Haller and Carole Ellis Wolff, "Personality 
Orientations of Farm, Village, and Urban Boys, " Rural So ciology, 
XXVII ( September, 1962) ,  pp. 275-293 . 
44 
alterations in indices of· preferences in different activities; and 
(3) to isolate by chi-square analysis the respects in which persons 
who make out-group choices differ from those who restrict their 
choices to the in-group. l The findings revealed (1) th�t substan­
tial preference and prejudice by students for each other exist along 
residential lines, (2) that minoritY--group status is accorded rural ---
students by urban schoolmates and is accepted by rural students, and 
(3 )  that certain avenues of affiliation and participation serve as 
socializing and desocializing devices . 
The iraplications of the above two studies have been qualified 
by two non-American studies. Schwarzweller, in a study of German 
youth, found that �social status of the parental family _appeared to be 
a far more important determinant of career choices and socioeconomic 
life chances of youth than the degree of rurality of residence • . 2 
Likewise, Balan ' s  study of farmers' sons in Monterey, a large 
Mexican industrial city , showed that farm background per � did not 
impose a handicap. 3 Found to be more important was the ability of 
the farmer to provide his offspring the opportunity to grow up in an 
l1ouis H. Orzack, "Preference and Prejudice Patterns Among 
Rural and Urban Schoolmates ., n Rural Sociology, XXI (March, 1956 ) ,  
pp . 29-JJ . 
2Harry K. Schwarzweller, 11 Commmi ty of Residence and Career 
Choices of Gennan Rural Youth, " Rural Sociology, Xc'CTII (March, 1968) , 
pp . 46-63 . 
3Jorge Balan, "Are Farmers' Sons Handicapped in the _ City? " 
Rural Sociology, XXXIII (June, 1968 ) ,  pp. 161-174 . 
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· urban environment. Thus, Balan stated that "status of origin is a 
more important predictor than size or zone of the community of 
origi_n. 11 
The above studies indicated that the resources of the family 
are a critical variable in the adju stment of youth, rural and
.
urban. 
This observation was supported by Boyle 's findings in a survey of 
1,701 high school girls in Western Canada. l Seeking an explanation 
for the documented lower aspirations of adolescent residents of 
smaller comm1.L�ities, he concluded that differences in educational 
opportunities available to students living in communities of 
different size may be the important explanation for the lower 
scholastic ability of rural high school students. The reason given 
was that, generally speaking, -community size is directly related to 
a community ' s  ability to provide adequate educational facilities. 
However, no indications were given as to how large the size differ­
ences must be before si ze can be considered an i.mportant variable. 
lRichard Boyle, "Co:rmnuni ty Influence. on College Aspirations: 
An Empirical Evaluation of Explanatory Factors, 11 Rui"al Sociology·, 
XXXI (September, 1966) , pp � · 277-'292 . 
CHAPTER III 
RE SEA.RC H DESIGN 
Guiding Principles 
The guiding principles for this study developed out of the 
review of literature discussed in the previous chapter. These 
consist of a number of interrelated observations and/or generali za­
tions which have been stated as follows: 
1. The attitudes an individual · has toward himself, ot�ers, 
concepts and objects, are products of social interaction. 
2. Attitude development, thus, is concurrent with member­
ship and/or participation in a group. 
3. Although the family is recognized as the primary group 
(sociaiizing age·ncy) ,  it  functions within the context of a community, 
in which both individual and family attitudes are shaped. 
4.  The process of attitude formation begins in infancy, and 
the particular attitudes developed therein are potentially modifi­
able �hroughout the life cycle. The period of adolescence, espe­
cially, has been depicted as being preoccupied with the reformulation 
of attitudes about self, others, concepts and objects. 
5. Individuals, including youth, who have experienced suc­
cess within a community (as measured by criteria specified in a lat_er 
section of this report) reflect more positive attitudes toward them­
selves, their communities and institutions, than the less successful. 
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6. Co:rmnuni ties dir'f er with reference to the degree to which 
their structures are oriented toward helping all members of the 
cornmuni ty achieve success . 1 Some _communitie s  can be thought of as 
arenas within which families and individuals compete with· one 
another, while other communities appear to be attempting to provide 
successful experiences for all their members. 
7. Communities differ with respect to growth status, with 
the growing community being able to provide more members with 
successful experiences than a stable or declining community. 
:Migration rates as well as questionnaire items provide support for 
this observation. 
8 .  Communities differing in growth status, not to mention 
structure, may also be found to differ ecologically even though 
sharing a similar geographical and economic environment. 
The Hypotheses 
Within the context of the above guiding principles, the 
following hypotheses were formulated . 
1. _ There are observable ecological and socioeconomic 
differences ·between communities which are related to growth status. 
2. Successful youth in a community, the stars as indicated 
by their classmates, differ from the isolates in (a) intelligence, 
lA typology of communities was developed on the basis of its 
orientation toward its members. See page 158 of Appendix D for a 
brief d escription. 
(b) residence, (c ) estimated family income, and (d ) level of 
parental education. 
3. Popularity is related to (a ) intellectual ability, 
(b) residence, ( c ) estimated family income, and (d) level of 
parental education. 
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4. Being identified as having done most for the class and/ 
or school is related to (a} intellectual ability, (b) res idence, ( c ) estimated family income, and (d) level of parental education. 
5. Predicted success in the post-high school years is 
related to (a) intellectual ability, (b) residence, ( c ) estimated 
family income, and (d) level of parental education. 
6. Stars express more positive attitudes than isolates 
toward (a ) the community, (b) its institutions, and (c ) the future . 
7. Positive attitudes toward self, others, concepts and 
objects, are a function of differential exper iences within a given 
structure rather than related to different community structur es. 
8. Positive attitudes toward self, others, concepts and 
objects are a function of differential exper iences with success 
vi thin a cor.rrnuni ty rather than of the communi.ty • s growth status. 
Criteria for Selection of Conmmni ties 
Earlier it was stated that the three communities used in 
this study would differ with reference to growth status; i.e., one 
would have had a consistent record of population growth, a second of 
stability, and a third community wo'uld have declined, as follows: 
1) growing community, a population increase  of five per 
cent or more, between 1940 and 1960 ; 
�) stable community, a population increase or decrease of 
less than five per cent; and 
3) declining community, a population decrease of five per 
cent or more in the 1940-1960 period. 
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Inasmuch as growth status was to be used as an independent 
variable, it was considered essential that the communities to be 
studied be matched as closely as possible. In an attempt to do 
this, the following additional criteria were initially established 
to guide in the selection of the saJnple corununities . 
1. A population in excess of 1,000 in 1940 and, prefer­
ably, of less than 1, 250. This criterion was established because 
it is generally accepted that corrununities of a lesser si ze tend 
to declin�. 
2. All of the colT1Jil1ulities should be county seat town s, 
or none of them should. The reason for this was that county seat 
towns tend to hold their population numbers, o r  to grow. 
J. A similar geographic be.se; that is :, the soil, annual 
rainfall, and annual temperature- should be such that no one of 
the communities would have an agriculturally productive adve.n­
tage over the others. Balancing for this factor reduced the 
possibility that the growth or decline of a community could be 
attributed to non-cultural factors . 
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It was recogni zed that other variables warranted considera­
tion also; and some of these have been identified in the des cription 
of the saJnple communities. 
Collection of Data 
The collection of data for this paper consisted of five 
main phases, the first of which was a period of about five years, 
during which selective perception operated ; i.e., any literature 
:encountered in the researcher ' s  reading was either recorded or 
incorporated into his total understanding of the research problem 
area. This long period of observation and .reflection proved to be 
invaluable when the time came to take more specific action. 
The second phase consis�ed of (a) the selection of the 
sample of matched communities, a task difficult in itself but 
rendered more difficult because of a desire to eliminate from 
consideration com.munities already included in research projects 
underway by the Rural Sociology Department at South Dakota State 
University; (b) the preparation and pretesting of instrurnents; and 
(c) the use of secondary sources, such as Census data and historical 
materials , to obtain a more exact understanding of the peculiar 
characteristics  of the communities to be studied. 
The instruments prepared consisted of the questionnaire 
given to the high school seniors in the sample communities. The 
questionnaire included personal data and check list item�, as well 
as its two main features. One o·f these was a. sociometric device 
ainied at identifying, in ea.ch conununi ty, the probably successful 
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(the stars) and the less successful (the isolates) .  The second 
feature consisted of a form of the Twenty Statements Test. In the 
first instance each member of the cla �s was asked to name three fel­
low members of the class who ( 1) were most popular, (2) had done most 
for the class or  for the school, and ( J) wer e  most apt to succeed in 
the post-high school years. The purpos·e of this was to measure 
attitudinal differences between the " stars" and the "isolate s, " as 
well as between youth of the sample cornrnunities. l These were pre­
tested, using a senior high school class, not identified with the 
actual study, as the pretest san1ple. Several adjustments were made 
before the questionnaire was administered to the sample subjects. A 
copy of the questionnaire is included in Appendix B. The other 
instrument, a set of open-ended · qu0stions used in interviews with 
community leaders, was drafted, tested, and revised. A copy of this 
instrument is included in Appendix A. 
A third phase of the data collecting consisted of securing 
permission, from the school superintendents in the s arnple communi­
ties, to group interview the members of their senior clas se s. 2 
The permission was readily granted, and the questionnaireQ were 
lThis premise has been supported by Walter Slocum, "The 
Influence of Reference Group Values on F..ducational Aspirations of 
Rural High School Youth, 1 1 Rural Sociology, XX.XII ( September, 1967), 
p. 271. "In addition, the aspirations of youth may be influenced 
by his self concept. This is considered to be a product of his . 
experiences, including his evaluation of the esteem with which 
significant others regard him. 1 1 
2The High School Superintendent_s : Lyle Lester, De Smet; . 
E. G . Harris, Howard ; and Clifford Ja.'1sen, Arr.1.our. 
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administered the early part of May, 1967 . 1 While in the communities 
doing the above, an attempt was made to make initial contacts with 
the editor� of the weekly newspapers. · Brief visits were held with 
two of the three, one editor not being in at the time . The main pur­
pose of these visits was to infonn these community leaders that a 
study was being made which involved their communities, and to assure 
them that they would be consulted when the interviewing of adults 
would be conducted later in the swmner. Also, a six-month subscrip­
tion to each of these weeklies was ordered . 
The fourth phase of the data collecting consisted of spending 
a number of days in each of these communities, observing and inter­
viewing community leaders. A schedule was established wh ereby the 
same days of the week--Thursday through Sunday--could be spent in the 
growing and declining colfu�unities, wh ile the intervening days, 
Monday throv.gh Wednesday, would be spent in the stable community. 
This was done in August of 1967 . 
Basically, the same ·approach was followed in each community. 
The first stop was at the newspaper office, and consisted of inter­
viewing the editor. From a list of names supplied by him, other 
interviews were conducted until the researcher was satisfied that 
the important community leaders had been identified and interviewed, 
and that a reasonably reliable picture of the leadership structure 
lHa.dley }{.lug, Graduate Assista..nt, Department of Rural 
Sociology, South Dakota State Univer s ity, Brookings, assisted in 
this phase. 
had been obtained. These structured interviews were supplemented 
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by casual observations and other informal conversations. Two clergy­
men were interviewed in the growing community, and three in the 
declining community . Only one was interviewed in the stable �01mnu­
ni ty, the only one " available, " in that several were on vacation or 
in the process of moving . A Sunday Worship Service was attended in 
the communities visited on weekends. In each instance, it  was a 
congregation associated with the United Church of Christ (formerly 
Congregational and Reformed ) .  This permitted a balance between the 
conununi ties, and was considered more meaningful than visiting differ­
ent denominations in each community. ( Incidentally, both of these 
, congregations had new buildings. )  
The fifth phase of the data collecting consisted of a 
detailed analysis of the editorials and front-page items in each of 
the community ' s weekly newspapers as the latter related to youth . 
Although a few of the first issues were surveyed so as to get some 
feeling of the corrununities before entering them, the actual analysis 
of the papers did not begin until the six-month subscription had 
expired . This material was used to classify the communities in the 
typology mentioned earlier . 
Limitations of Study 
After describing the procedures employed in collecting 
the data, some limitations of the study were noted . 
1 .  Although it was hoped that the conceptual framework 
and tools developed herewith may be useful elsewhere, especially 
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the typology of cormnuni ties , it was not intended that the findings 
would be valid other than for the com.munities involved. 
2.. In that the sample communities were matched on three 
basic criteria, and shared a com on regional culture , it was not 
expected that major inter-com unity attitudinal differences would 
be observed. This limitation has been incorporated into one of 
the hypotheses mentioned above. 
J .  A limitation suggested by the review of literature is 
that the viability of a trade center community may exert a greater 
impact on developing attitudes than growth status. Viability is 
the essence of social organization ; growth status is not. 
4. A fourth and major limitation of this study was the 
lapse of time between the period used in determinine growth status 
(1940-1960) and the year in which the field work was done ( 1967 ) . 
If the data . had been collected immediately after the 1960 Census 
data became available , the findings night have differed more and 
reflected a greater importance of erowth status as an independ ent 
variable. 
5. In that the youth respondents in this study were to 
graduate from high school shortly ,  their agemates who d id not 
finish high school were not represented in these samples. The 
implication of this is that they had experienced less success than 
the isolates and , therefore , observed attitudinal differences would 
be greater if they had been included. 
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6. The final limitation, truly a poste riori, w as the 
influence of a situation encountered in the field work. Several of 
the interviewees were somewhat apprehensive arid guarded at first, 
until it became clear to them that the interviewer was not identified 
with a legislative research committee seeking to effect a reorgani za­
tion of county government in South Dakota. In all communities, the 
feeling was expressed that any of the proposed reorgani zation plans 
would have a detrimental effect on the sample communities. 
CHAPTER IV 
ANALYSIS OF DATA 
The Commun ities Selected for Study 
Using the criteria mentioned previously, three communities 
were selected for study. Each of these communities was evaluated 
in terms of the criteria . The com unities were : 
1) the growing community : De Smet, County Seat of 
Kingsbury County; 
2) the stable community : Howard , County Seat of Miner 
�un�; Md 
3) the declining community : Armour, County Seat of 
Douglas County. 
Population Data 
The population data for the three corrununities i s  presented 
in Table IV-1 . The data show that the growing and declining commu­
nities had almost identical populations in 1940 ( De Smet, 1016 , and 
Arri�ur, 1013) . The stable community also qualified for each decade 
as well as for the over-all 1940-1960 period . 
County Seat Towns 
Each of the communities was a county seat town and had been 
since the beginning of the Twentieth Century. However, only De Smet 
has been a county seat since the organi zation of the county. Howard 
TABLE IV-1.--Population changes in the selected communities during 
the 1940-1960 period. 
Community 
Armour Howard De Smet 
Population 
1940 1013 1193 1016 
1950 900 1251 1180 
1960 875 1208 1324 
Per cent change 
1940-1950 -11. 2 4. 9  16.1 
1950-1960 - 2. 8  -3. 4  12 . 2  
1940-1960 -13 .6 -1. 3 30. 3 
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was the second county seat in Miner County, and Armour was the fourth 
community to host the courthous.e in Douglas County. Details as to 
the struggle for the honor of being the county seat have been dis­
cussed in the section on the historical backgrounds of the 
communities. 
Geographical Factors 
Various indices have been used in comparing geographical 
factors, but the most conunon of these--soil, moisture, and tempera­
ture--were used in this study. The first of these, soil , wa s 
evaluated in several ways: one approach revealed that all three 
communities were located in the Chernozem Region with reference to 
South Dakota ' s  three major soil regions , l and were alike in their 
soil problems--rnoisture conservation �nd fertility maintenance. 
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Soils have also been compared on the basis of their total 
consumptive use of water. Here , again , the soils of  the selected · 
communities compared favorably. All three communities have been 
classified the same (Area IV) with reference to Precipitation 
Effectiveness , an index based on a combination of rainfall and 
temperature. 2 Douglas County has had a higher average temperature , 
which has been counter-balanced by a higher average rainfall. 
The third basis on which soils were compared was to match 
' 
land use and productivity. This indicated minor and insignificant 
differences ,  on the basis of which it was concluded that the 
geographical factor as reflected in soil productivity did not 
differentiate any one of  the corrL�unities from the others. 
History and Background 
In an a ttempt to identify background factors which might 
have differentiated the communities ,  a history of each o f  the commu­
nities and c6unties included in this study was compiled. Other than 
noting that Douglas County had been settled primarily by two 
lSoil Survey S eries No. 3 , .Agronomy DepEtrtment, Agricul­
tural Experiment Station , South Dakota State College, Brookings , 
pp. 10-20. 
2rnterview with Dr. Fred· Westin , Soils Specialist , 
Agronomy Department , Sou th Dakota State. University, Brookings. 
nationality groups--from Germany and Holland--while the other 
counties were more heterogeneous, the historical similarities were 
considered more important than the differences . The his tories as 
compiled appear in Appendix E. 
Community Growth Status as a Dependent Variable 
59 
The criteria employed in selecting the three communities 
included in this study have been discussed ; that is, the geographi­
cal base, size of COllli1ItU1ity in 1940, and whether or not the commu­
nity was a coW1ty seat town . The next task sought to enumerate other 
possible variables as these may have exerted a continuing influence 
on a community ' s  growth status. l 
First hypothesis : There are obse�vable ecological and socio­
economic differences between communities which are related to 
growth status. 
Size of Political Unit 
One observed variable t_hat may have affected a county seat 
community was the size of the county in which the community is 
located . The as sumption was that , although a county seat town does 
not have a monopoly on the shopping loyalty of · the county ' s popula­
tion , nor is its service or shopping area necessarily restricted to 
the county ' s population , a legal identity does exist.  Therefore, if 
lGrowth status as used herein refers to whether a community 
has been growing , declining, or remaining relatively stable in tenns 
of population numbers .  
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counties were balanced for population density, the county seat town 
in the larger county would have identified with it a larger 
population. 
The data in Table IV-2 show that the three counties tn which 
the communities under study were located did differ in siz.e as  one 
anticipated ; that is, the growing community was in the largest 
county, the stable community was in the middle-sized county, and the 
declining community was in the smallest county. 
TABLE IV-2.--A ranking of the counties in the study on the ba sis of 
square miles and total acres . 
County County Seat Square Miles Acres 
Kingsbury De Smet 834 552,960 
Miner . Howard 576 368,000 
Douglas Armour 445 299,520 
Population Density 
As suggested above, a larger territorial area did not 
guarantee a larger population; therefore, population density was 
considered as a variable . These data, presented in Table IV-3, 
show that the small.est county had the greatest density, the middle­
sized county the least density, and the largest county a density 
which was nearly mid-way between the other two. This wa s not what 
one expected to find, if the counties were balanced for size. Thus , 
this variable gave support to · the importance of county si ze when 
related to growth status of county seat toi,.ms-. 
TABLE IV-3 .--Population density and the selected counties. 
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County County Seat Persons/Square Mi
°
le* 
Kingsbury 
Miner 
Douglas 
De Smet 
Howard 
Armour 
11 . 3  
11 . 8  
*Data taken from Extension Circular 6 51 ,  Cooperative Exten­
sion Service: South Dakota State University and United States . 
Department of Agriculture, p. 24. 
Heterogeneity of Population 
A variable considered of equal importance with population 
density, but for a different reason, was the heterogeneity of the 
population. It  was. assumed that a more heterogeneous population, 
usually associated with urban areas, would be less resistant to 
innovations (social change) than a population made up of a single or 
several strong ethnic groups. If one accepted this premise, one 
would expect the declining community to be most homogeneous and the 
growing community to be most heterogeneous. 
Interviews with community leaders supported the latter of 
these expectations. The growing community leaders made mention of 
the fact that the community was not dominated by any religious and/ 
or ethnic group. In fact, the churches of the growing corn1Etmity 
were ecumenical in their programs, with Roman Catholic, Lutheran, 
Methodist, and the United Church of Christ clergymen working 
together in a ministerial association, and also cooperating in 
special observances during the church year. 
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The heterogeneity of the growing community has been a long­
standing tradition. Available historical data revealed that most 
northern European nationality groups were represented among the 
early settlers. 
The anticipated homogeneity of the declining community, on 
the other hand, was not supported by observation. Again, as in the 
growing cornrnunity, clerg-ymen of Catholic and Reformation traditions 
worked together on problems and projects of concern to the larger 
community. However, the ecumenical spirit did not appear to be as 
zealous as in the growing community. Furthermore, a major denomina- · 
tion (Lutheran) minister remained somewhat aloof from the other 
clergymen in town ; although the night before the researcher entered 
the community, this minister had participa ted with the other clergy- _ 
men in assisting at a barbeque put on by the commercial club as part 
of the annual achievement days for the County' s 4-H Clubs. 
An observed difference between the growing and declining 
communities in this respect was that the latter had been influenced 
· by the fact that strong ethnic groups have existed in the county as 
a result of early settlement patterns. It  was reported that few of 
the youth from these ethnic communities settled in Armour, or made 
it a first stop in their movement away from the· home community. 
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Instead , they usually went directly to urban communities which were 
heavily represented by persons of s imilar ethnic background. It was 
also of more than passing interest to know that the pastor of the 
Reformed Church in the declining community considered his congrega­
tion to be more cosmopolitan than other Reformed Churches in the 
area. 
In contrast to the cooperative attitude prevailing among the 
churches in the growing and declining communities, especially the 
former , ecumenism was almost non-existent in the stable cornmunity. 1 
The situation in the stable community suggested that heterogeneity 
is conducive to com unity growth and/or change only if the diverse 
groups exchanged ideas and expressed mutual confidence in and respect 
for each other. In summary, with reference to cooperative­
heterogeneity, the growing community appeared to manifest most , with 
the declining community slightly less, and the stable community 
manifesting the least of the three. 
Age Distribution 
One of the variables, usually considered critical with 
reference to population, is the age distribution. In evaluating age 
lone interviewee reported that the pastor and church bo ard 
of one congregation refused to let a minister of another congrega­
tion enter the congregation ' s  cemetery to officiate at the intern­
ment of a member who w_as reportedly not in "good standing. " In this 
community it was suggested that one not even attempt to interview 
the pastor of one of the established congregations, for the simple 
reason that in all probability an interview could not be obtained. 
(No interview was attempted . )  
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distribution as a variable related to growth status, four ratios-­
Dependency Ratio ( DR ) , Child Dependency Ratio ( CDR) ,  Aged Dependency 
Ratio (ADR ) , and Young Adult Ratio ( YAR) --and the Index of Aging 
( L�) were employed. Data for these are presented in Table IV-4 . 
An analysis  of the data in Table IV-4 reveals that each of 
the participating communities eArperienced an increase in DR, CDR, 
ADR, and IA between 1940 and 1960, and a decline in YAR . In each 
instance, the 1960 figures for the first four indices mentioned above 
exceeded those for the State of South Dakota as well as for the 
United States as a whole . Also, the YAR for each of these cor:llTI.u­
nities was below that of the State of South Dakota as well as for 
the whole United States. 
A n�re detailed analysis revealed that Armour, although 
having the lowest DR of the three communities being studied, was the 
only county seat town of the three to have a higher DR than for the 
whole county. Conversely, Armour was the only town to have a YAR 
in 1960 that was lower than for the total county. 
Perhaps the most important of these indices is  the IA . 
According to the Index of Aging, the cornmuni tie_s ranked as one might 
hypothesize, if one used the relationship of the county seat IA to 
the county IA in 1960. The De Smet IA was 120 per cent of that for 
· Kingsbury Co1:mty, the Howard IA was 153 per cent of the Miner County 
IA, and the Armour IA was 193 per cent of the Douglas County IA . 
The observed I.A for Douglas County was almost identical with 
the IA for the State of South Dakota ( 31 . 1  and 31 . J  respectively) ,  
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TABLE IV-4.--Selected depend ency and aging ratio s for the participat-
ing counties ,  communities , the State of South Dakota and the United 
States . *  
Unit and Year DR CDR ADR IA YAR 
Douglas County,  
1940 59 . 4  49 . 3  10 . 0  20 . 5  46 . 2  
1950 67 . 8  54 .6  13 . 1  24 . 1  39 . 5 
1960 80. 7 61 . 6  19. 1 31 . 1  30 . 5 
Armour,  1960 83. 5 52 . 4  31 . 0  59 . 2  24. 1  
Kingsbury County, 
1940 54 . 4  42. 3 12 . 1  28. 6 46 . 3  
1950 61.8 46. 1 1 5 . 7 34 . 0  37.9 
1960 86.9  62 . 1  24. 8  39 .9  26. 6 
De Smet,  1960 84. 1 56 .9  27. 3 47. 9  27. 2 
Miner County, 
1940 52. 2  41 . 1  11 .1  27 . 0  48.1  
1950 64 .8  50 . 5  14 . 3 28. 3 36 . 6  
1960 86. 3 60.9 25 . 4  41. 6  23 . 6  
Howard , 1960 84. 4  51 . 1  32 . 8  63. 3  23.8 
South Dakota , 1940 53 . 1  42 . 5  10 . 6  24 . 9  49. 1 
1950 60. 4 46 .8  13 . 6  29 . 0  42. 6  
1960 78 .8  60 . 0  18.8 31 . 3  33. 2  
United States , 1940 46 .8 36 . 8  10 . 0  27 . 3 52 . 4  
1950 55 .8 41 . 3  12 . 5  30 . 2  43 .8 
1960 67 . 6  52 . 1  15 . 5  29 . 7  35 . 3  
*Ratio s compiled by J. P�w , G_raduate Assistant , SDSU Depart-
ment of Rural So ciology and based on U .  S .  Census data . Formulas 
given in Appendix C .  
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and more similar to that of the· United States ( 29 . 7) than were the 
IA' s of Kingsbury and :Miner Counties ( 39. 9 and 41. 6  respectively). 
The fact that Howard had a somewhat higher IA than Armour was con­
sidered of secondary importance to the writer ; of greater concern was 
the relation of the IA of Annour to that of Douglas County as a 
whole. 
Armour ' s  high IA relative to Douglas County ' s is more 
readily understood if one considers statements made by s everal inter­
viewees. One stated that there were at least ninety hous es in Armour 
being occupied solely by widows. Another stated that the going wages 
in Armour would not support a family man. A third pointed out that 
youth in the area tend to by-pass Armour and move direc tly to urban 
areas within and without the State of .:cuth Dakota. 
In summary it can be said that the indices of age distribu­
tion employed in this s tudy suggested that a declining county seat 
to�m is more apt to have an IA considerably higher than that for the 
total county, while the growing county seat to�m ' s  IA more nearly 
approximate s that of the county in which it is located. 
Migration Rates 
Another relevant phenomenon, related to aee dis tribution 
of the population , was that of migration rates. Table IV-5  contains 
the estimated migration rates for these counties. The data show that 
Douglas County had a migration rate loss for all ages of 20. J per _ 
cent; Kingsbury County, 19. 7 per · cent'; and Hiner County, the great-
. est out-migration,  22. 8 per cent. If a more detailed observation is 
67 
TABLE IV-5 .--Selected migratiori rates for Kingsbury, Douglas and 
Miner Counties. 
County Age 1960 Total Male Female 
Kingsbury : All ages -19. 7 -19 . 8  -19. 6 
1 5  - 19 -30. 4 -30. 6 -30. 1 
20 - 24 -55. 7 -54. 0 -57 . 3  
Douglas :  All ages -20. 3 -20. 0 -20 . 6  
15  - 19 -29.9 -28. 8 -31. 1 
20 - 24 -57. 9 -59 - 4  - 56. 4  
Miner: All ages -22. 8 -24. 6 -20. 8 
15  - 19 -33 - 4  -34. 0 -32. 8 
20 - 24 -72 . 1  -?3. 2 -70.9 
Adapted from data compiled by J. Pew , Graduate Assi stant , 
SDSU Department of Rural Sociology and based on U. S. Census data. 
made, it can be noted that Miner County had the highest ( out) migra­
tion rates for two categories ( ages 15-19 and 20-24) , which are 
-J0. 4 per cent and -72. 1 per cent respectively. Kingsbury County ' s 
comparabl e rates were -30 . 4  per cent and -55.7 per cent , while 
Douglas County had the lowest migration rate loss  for ages 15-19 
(-29 .9 per cent) , and an in-between rate ( - 5 7 . 9  per cent) for ages 
20-24. 
Douglas County data revealed a greater percentage of female 
out-migration for ages 15-19 and a greater percentage los s of males 
for ages 20-24 . This could reflect the observed tendency for 
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females to migrate earlier ( at ·younger ages) than males. 'Just the 
opposite pattern seems to have applied to Kingsbury County; the per­
centage of male enligration was highest in the age 1 5-19 category, 
and female eraigration percentages were highest in the age 20--24 
category. The Miner County data reve&J_ that male emigration 
exceeded female emigration in each of these categories. 
More significant than the differences between the counties 
in age-specific emigration rates was the extent of the emigration of 
youth in all of the counties. The lo sses ranged from 29. 9 to 33. 4 
per cent for ages 1 5-19, and from 5 5 .7 to 72. 1 per cent for ages 
20-24. In the 20-24 age category, the migration rate lo s s  was from 
282 to 316 per cent of the rate for all ages. Although adult inter­
viewees expressed a concern about the loss of young people, they 
may not have been a.ware of its extent . 
Income 
A study of migration rates is usually concerned with the 
economics of the areas involved. The counties under observation in 
this study were included in a regional research project dealing with 
population change and migration. Two reports of the results of this 
larger study were available, aJ.though there were slight differences 
between them. Both used combinations of the following in classi­
fying counties : ( 1 )  in or out migration, ( 2 ) high or low farm 
operator level of living and ( 3 ) high or low percentages of  persons 
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employed in manufacturing. l The Iowa State University publication 
reported a study in depth of the impact of population changes on 
indi vidual_s and institutions, and was .based on data collected from 
seven midwestern counties. In it all three counties were classified 
"OUT-HI-LO ; "  that is, out for direction of net migration, high farm 
operator level of living , and low percentage of persons employed in 
manufacturing. 2 It also listed the three counties with which the 
:present study was concerned as having a net migration between 1950 
and 1960 of minus 16 to 30 per cent. 3 
The Michigan State University publi cation listed the eight 
migration patterns used in the North Central project and clas sified 
each county within the thirteen states that cooperated in the study. 
However, a four-fold clas sification was used : Regional patterns for 
1950 and for 1960, and State patterns for 19 50 and for 1960. 
The Regional patterns for 19 50 are based upon direction of net 
migration between 1940 and 1950 , and Regional averages for 
level of living and employment in manufacturing as of 19 50 ; 
Regional patterns for 1960 are based upon direction of net 
lAllan Beegle ,  et al. , Selected Factors Related to County 
Migration Patterns in the North Central States, . North Central 
Research Publication 147 ( East Lansing , Michigan : :Michigan State 
University, Agricultural Experiment Station ,  1963) , p. 39, and 
R. G. Klietsch, et al. , So cial Response to Population Change and 
Migration :  The Imoact of Population Change on Individuals and 
Institutions , North Central Research Publication 1 53 ( Ames, Iowa : 
Iowa State University, Agricultural and Home Economics Experiment 
Station, 1964) , pp. 7-8. 
2Klietsch, et al. ,  loc .  cit. , P • 6. 
3Ibid. , p. 8. 
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migration between 1950 and ·1960 , and Regional averages for level 
of living and employment in manufacturing as of 1960 . The State 
patterns are formed in a parallel manner but are based upon 
State averages in 19 50 and 1960 for level of living and manu­
facturing employment. l 
All three counties were classified " OUT-HI-LO" based on 1950 data , 
for both Regional and State averages , but only Kingsbury County 
retained this  classification for 1960. Douglas and Miner Counties 
were listed as "OUT-LO-LO" based on 1960 data , for both Regional and 
State averages. This means that Douglas and Miner Counties moved 
from a high to a low farm operator level of living during the decade 
of the 1950 ' s. Thus ,  a distinction did appear between the county 
with a growing county seat toim and counties with stable or declin­
ing county seat towns. 
The difference noted above has been expressed more directly 
in terms of income . Table IV-6 presents income data for the three 
counties for 19 55-59 , 1960-64, and 1980 (proj ected) . The data show 
a slight differential in favor of Kingsbury County. 
Education 
A variable with which income te11ds to be correlated i s  
level o f  education. It was expected ,  from the above, that the grow­
ing community would have a higher percentage of  adults attaining a 
higher level of educational achievement than the declining community . 
A detaiied description of the educational level of the three commu­
nities observed in this  study was not available, so county data were 
lBeegle , et al . ,  lace cit. , p .  23 . 
TABLE IV-6.--Average annual per capita income for 1955-59 ,  1960-
64, and 1980 (projected ). * 
Income 
1955-59 
1960-64 
1980 projected 
Per cent change 
1955-59 to 1960-64 
1960-64 to 1980 
1955-59 to . 1980 
Douglas 
$1400 
1430 
2540 
2 
78 
81 
County 
Kingsbury 
$1500 
1400 
2660 
-? 
90 
?? 
Miner 
$1480 
1450 
2640 
-2 
82 
78 
*Except for 1955-59 to 1980 (projected ) percentage change, 
data is adapted from unpublished manuscript by Rex Helfinstine, 
Economics Department, SDSU. 
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used instead. These data are presented in Table IV-7 and show that 
Miner County had the highest percentage of high school graduates in 
the adult population. The percentage for Kingsbury County was only 
slightly less, but for Douglas County the percentage was considerably 
less. The relative figures for Kingsbury and Douglas Counties were 
what one might hypothesize. The Miner County percentage may be more 
directly related to migration; that is educated parents may have 
been more apt to encourage their children to achieve a higher level 
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of education, and more highly educated persons have been more mobile 
and thus prone to migrate. 
TABLE IV-7. --Percentage of high school graduates in the adult popula­
tion in 1960. �-
County 
Kingsbury 
Miner 
Douglas 
Per Cent 
38 . 6  
40. 0 
25. 0  
*Adapted from Extension Circular 6 51, loc. cit. , p. 22 . 
Average Si ze and Number of Farms 
In that education has been related to level of living or 
income, a brief survey of the average size and number of farms in 
each of the counties was attempted. This aspect was con sidered 
important because rural county seat tovms are influenced greatly by 
the number of families and persons engaged in agricultural opera­
tions. Predicted  changes in the si ze and number of farms are pre­
sented in Table lV-8. The data show that the number and average 
size of fan�s varied directly with size of county. However, when 
one considered the 1980 projections, this relationship no longer 
appeared. Stated in terms of percentages based on the number of 
farms in each county in 1940 ,  the 1980 projections indicated the 
following: Kingsbury, 54 per cent as many farms in 1980 ·as in 1940 ; 
Miner, 48 per cent ; and Douglas · County, _ 6 3. 5 per· cent . A question 
TABLE IV-8 .--Number and si ze of farms in selected counties, 1940, 
1959, and i980 (projected). * 
County 
Kingsbury 
Miner 
Douglas 
Number 
1464. 
1095 
1000 
Si ze 
305 
292 
279 
1959 
Number 
1234 
884 
821 
Si ze 
415 
392 
347 
*Adapted from Helfinstine, loc . cit. 
1980 (Projected ) 
Nillilber 
790 
5 25 
635 
Size 
650 
660 
450 
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that remained fo cused on the consequences of this predicted continued 
decline in the nwnber of farms on the populations of the various 
counties. Fortunately, this has been projected also and is presented 
in Table IV-9. The data show that- each of these counties will have 
a slightly smaller population in 1980 than they had in 1960. How­
ever, the projection did not make any projection as to whether the 
loss in farm population would be offset by an increase in the number 
of persons living in towns, or if an increase was expected in the 
rural non-farm segment of the population. 
Centrality of Location 
Turning from demographic considerations, not to mention the 
ecological factor of farm numbers and average si ze, another variable 
related to growth s tatus given attention was centrality of loca.tion. 
It has been documented that centrality of location is conducive to 
increased satisfaction and leade·rship araong persons in group�, and 
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TABLE IV-9.--Populations of the selected South Dakota Counties , 1940 , 
1950 , 1960 , and 1980 (proj ected) . *  
Per Cent Change 
County 1940 1950 1960 1980 1960-1980 
Kingsbury 10 , 831 9 , 962 9 , 227 9 , 200 0 
Miner 6 , 836 6 , 268 5 , 398 5 , 300 -2 
Douglas 6 , 348 5 , 636 5 , 113 5 , 100 0 
*Adapted from Helfinstine, loc. cit • 
.among families in communities. l Other things being equal , it was 
assumed in this study that the more centrally loca.ted county seat had 
an advantage over the less centrally located, and that this advantage 
would be reflected in growth status. Figure IV-1 shows that the 
anticipated spatial relationship existed. De Smet was most cen­
trally located, Howard less so , and Armour least of all. However , 
it should be noted that some residents of Kingsbury County--those in 
the extreme northwest and southeast corners--had as great a distance . 
to the county seat as did any in Douglas County. 
Highways Servicing the Cornrouni ty 
Highways , state and federal , that serviced the communities 
of the area are shown in Figure IV-2. In that communication and 
transportation , as social institutions , depend heavily on road 
vehicles--passenger cars , buses , trucks , etc. --it was assumed that 
lLeonard Broom and- Philip Selznick , Sociology (New York : 
Ha_rper and Row , Pllblishers , Third Edition , 1963) ,  pp. 227 and 2,3. 
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there is a relationship between the number and quality of roads 
servicing a community and growth status. If growth status is indica­
tive of the importance of roads and/or highways, several generaliza­
tions can be made. First, federal (or U. s . ) highways rank · above 
state highways, and state highways above county roads. Second, the 
availability of both a federal and a state highway rank above the 
· presence of only one in combination with county roads. Third, east­
west highways rank above north-south highways, at least for the 
communities included in this study. Fourth, highways linking larger 
trade areas in the immediate region rank above highways linking 
more distant urban centers. 
An examination of Figure IV-2 revealed that the growing 
community was serviced by U. S .  Highway 14, running east and west, 
and by State Highway 25, running north and south. The stable commu­
nity was located on State Highway 34, running east and west, and 
State Highway 25  terminated as it forms a junction with State High­
way 34 to the west of the Howard city limits. The declining commu­
nity, Armour, was serviced by U. S. Highway 281, running north and 
south; county and township roads served the areas to the east and 
west. · Thus, in these instances,. the generalizations enumerated 
above were supported. 
Railroad Services 
Federal highways and major railroad lines tend to link major 
cities and/or trade centers. Thus, one would expect that a growing 
community would be on a federal highway as well e.s on a major 
Armour 
0 State Highway 
v U .  S .  Highway 
Interstate Highway 
De Smet 
Howard 
County Seat Town 
FIGURE IV-2. -�sectional map of South Dakota, showing maj or State, 
U. s. ,  and Interstate Highways. 
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railroad line. The importance of this was related to both bus and 
train service. It  was discovered that the declining and stable 
communities were without regular bus and train services; con­
versely, the growing community was provided with daily bus and train 
services. 
Figure IV-3  shows the railroad lines affecting the commu­
nities in this s tudy. It can be seen that the stable and declining 
communities were located on branch lines that terminate at small 
centers nearby, while the growing community was serviced by a trunk 
line. As was the ca se with highways, east-west railroad lines rank 
above north- south lines in importance. Although there were some 
lines running north and south that did connect major trade centers, 
none of these ran through any of the communities being studied. Also, 
there were branch lines that ran east and west  but did not connect 
major trade centers. 
Relationships to _ Larger Shopping Center s  
The impact of the larger shopping center o n  a smaller 
community has been more directly influenced by roads than by rail­
ways. Whereas initially the trade area was restricted to a day' s 
drive by horse and wagon, for most of the farmers in the area, it 
has been replaced by the " hour' s drive" concept. The latter has 
been extended with improved roads and cars to a radius of fifty to 
sixty miles around a trade center. 1 
lExtension Circular 6 51 ,  loc. cit., pp. 9 and 13. 
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Rapid ly growing communities were observed to 
lie near or outside the periphery of the 50 mile radius of 
the trade area we have delineated. At the present time, at 
least, they are beyond the area of heaviest concentration. Had 
it not been for the rapid advances in automobile transportation 
and roads, they too might ha.ve been major trade centers.· Their 
future, and possibly that of some of those presently de signated 
as complete shopping center s, probably is tied closely to 
future advances in cars and roads. l 
Figure IV-4 shows each of the communities being studied 
located within the radii of complete shopping centers. 2 De Smet 
·and Howard were included within four shopping areas and on the border 
of a fifth. Armour, in contrast, was within a fifty-mile radius of 
a single shopping center, namely, Mitchell. This indicated that 
, being located where shopping centers overlap--that is, at the 
fringe--was conducive to a stable population or to a growing popu­
lation. It suggested that having several alternatives with respect 
to shopping may lead to a compromise ; i.e., shop at home. 
Although Dun and Bradstreet designated all three sample 
communities in 1940 as banking. towns , Antonides placed each town in 
a different category in 1960: Howard, par tial shopping center; 
De Smet, full convenience center; and Armour, partial convenience 
center.3 The placing of Howard in a higher category than De Slnet 
was undoubtedly related to the several large implement d ealers 
operating in the former comm.unity. 
libid . ,  p. 15. 
2Jbid. , adapted from Figure 7 on page 1 3 .  
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Sp'ecial Factors 
In addition to shopping facilities, it has been noted that 
communities  which have special features such as  colleges, medical 
centers, or developed recreational resources, tend to grow. · None 
of the above were located in the communities included in thi s study. 
However, De Smet had a number of features on which it was capital­
izing. First, publicity wa s given to the fact that De Smet and 
Kingsbury County were the homes of Harvey Dunn , the painter, and 
Laura Ingalls Wilder, the writer. Efforts were underway to enlarge 
upon this heritage as  a tourist attraction . 
A second feature that De Smet had was the presence of 
several small indu stries . One of these, an alfalfa drying plant, 
selected the community presumedly because considerable alfalfa wa s 
grown in the area . The other industry--a rendering plant--reportedly 
located in De Smet because of the community' s general location. 
Po ssibly the availability of adequate water was also a factor. 
A third special feature of the De Smet community was that 
it alone, of the three being studied, had a sale barn. The value 
which the community placed on the sale barn was indicated by the 
fact that the local residents shared in successful efforts to 
rebuild the sale  barn after the older facility had burned . Howard, 
at the time of the interviewing, was negotiating for a sale barn 
and was hopeful of being successful. Armour had had a chance to get 
a sale barn some years ago, but a party with a ves ted intere st 
reportedly blocked the venture, with the result that the sale barn 
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in Douglas County was located in Corsica, and has become a success­
ful operation. 
Leadership 
Another of the critical variables related to growth status 
was leadership. Do aggressive leaders cause communities to grow, 
or does more aggressive leadership tend to develop in communities 
with a growth potential? An analysis of the leadership in each 
community gave some support to both positions . On the one hand, the 
growth of De Smet was attributed, at least in part, to the fact that 
most of the businessmen on main street following World War II  were 
, young men. On the other hand, respondents in Annour mentioned that 
younger and more aggressive ind ividuals were selected to leadership 
positions, beginning around 1960. Thus the growing community may 
have had more progressive leaders than the declining community 
during the decade of the fifties. 
The writer noticed that the reputational leaders o f  both the 
growing and declining communities were men in their forties and 
early fifties. · The major observable difference was that the leaders 
in the latter were more aware of the ecological limitations of their 
community and, thus, expressed more caution as to what can reason­
ably be expected in terms of community growth. The leaders in the 
growing community, in contrast , reflected the experience of those 
who have had a degree of success and, thus, were · mor e  optimistic 
about future possibilities . 
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Leadership in the stable community was more diverse, with 
several of the identified leaders holding the esteem of their 
colleagues because of their entrepreneurial success; that is, they 
were respected because they had been personally successful. In both 
the growing and declining communities, more of the leaders were 
esteemed because they had initiated or supported projects in the 
community. 
The Weelr..ly Newspaper 
Closely related to the leadership variable is the role of 
the weekly newspaper in the life and growth of the small town. 
Here again, the weekly published in the growing conrmunity consisted 
of more pages in each edition, as well as more advertising. On the 
surface it appeared that a good newspaper promoted a community, but 
one might also argue that a community with a growth potential pro­
vided a more fertile soil in which a weekly newspaper may grow. 
Only in the growing community, however, did any interviewee credit 
the local paper for being a contributing factor in the corununity ' s  
success. 
Two observations warrant mention here. First, the editor 
of the weekly in the growing community stated that he considered 
his paper an area rather than a purely local paper. Second, he and 
several others gave much of the credit for the success of the paper 
to an aggressive advertising salesman. This suggested that aggres­
sive or progressive leaders are advantageous, if not necessary, if 
a community's growth potential is to be maximized. 
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A Summary of Variables Related to Growth S tatus 
Rather than assigning a definite weight to each of  the 
variables discussed above, the communities were ranked on each of 
these . The community considered to have the advantage with . refer­
ence to each variable was ranked first; the least  advantaged ranked 
third; and the remaining community was ranked second. In some 
instances two or more communities shared a rank, indicating that 
they were comparable as far as a particular variable was concerned ; 
e. g ., all three communities were given a 1 1 Two" on the variables used 
as criteria in selecting the communities. The variables were listed 
under three subheadings: the basic criteria, those identified with 
the county seat town, and those that were descriptive of  the county. 
A composite rank was given for each subheading, as well as for all 
variables, with the lowest to tal representing one; next lowest, two; 
and the highest, three. 
The resulting data, presented in Table IV-10, gave visible 
support to the relevance of  each of  the variables in analyzing the 
growth status of  communities. 
Youth Attitudes as a Dependent ·va riable 
Second hypothesis: Successful youth in a community, the stars as 
indicated by their peers, differ from the isolates in (a ) intel­
ligence, (b) residence, (c )  estimated family income, and (d ) 
level of parental education. 
This hypothesis implied that the enumerated indices in com­
bination contribute to successful experiences  for youth in rural 
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TABLE IV-10. --A ranking of the communities with reference to varia­
bles related to growth status: a summary. 
Variables 
Basic criteria: 
1. Population between 1000 and 
1250 in 1940 
2 .  County seat town 
J . Geographic factors 
Composite rank for subheading 
Identified with county seat: 
4. Cooperative-heterogeneity of 
population 
5. Age composition of population* 
6. Highways servicing community 
7 .  C entrality of location 
8. Railroad faciliti es 
9. Relationship to larger shopping 
center 
10. Special factors 
11. Leadership 
Composite rank for subheading 
Identifi ed with total county : 
12. Si ze of county 
13. Densi ty of population�� 
14 . Migration rates* 
15. Income{f 
16. Percentage of high school gradu­
ates in adult population* 
17. Number of farms (19 50) 
18. Si ze of farms (1959) 
Composite rank for subheading 
Totals 
Averages 
Composite rank for all 
variables 
�-1960 data. 
Community 
Armour De Smet Howard 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
3 
3 
2 
3 
3 
2 
3 
1 
2 
3 
( 2) 
(3) 
3 
J · 
3 
_ ( 3) 
44 
2 . 44 
3 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
( 2) 
( 1) 
_(1) 
23 
1 .28 
1 
2 
2 
2 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
1 
2 
3 
2 
3 
3 
2 
1 
2 
2 
( 2 )  
(2) 
_(2) 
39 
2. 17 
2 
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communities . Although it was not considered necessary that the stars 
differ significantly with reference to each of these variables , it 
was expected that the stars would not. be exceeded on any of these by 
members of the other groups . Therefore , each of these variables was 
considered independently as a null sub-hypothesis , and in the order 
given. 
( a) Intelligence : the stars, as indicated by their peers , 
do no t differ significantly from the other groups in 
intelligence. 
In testing this hypothesis, a two-fold approach was pursued. 
First, the respondents ' evaluations of themselves were reviewed . 
This was achieved by examining responses to questionnaire items such 
' as the following : 
To what degree do you think the following describe you 
academically? Circle the number under the response that 
best describes how you feel about yourself for each of 
the items ( Item 30 ) . 
Very Somewhat Not at all 
A .  Talented 3 2 1 
B .  Succes sful 3 2 1 
c .  Thorough 3 2 1 
D. Capable 3 2 1 
E. Intelligent 3 2 1 
Although a distribution of responses shows a significant 
difference at the one per cent level of confidence for each of the 
above except one ( C .  Thorough) , only the data for intelligence have 
been presented in Table IV-11. The basic reason for this was that 
objective data were available to verify the subjective information 
TABLE IV-11.--A distribution ·or responses describing the degree to 
which the respondents considered themselves intelligent. 
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Groups_ -� Very . Somewhat Not At All Totals 
Group A 
Group B 
Group C 
Totals 
x2 = 13.707 
11 
3 
16 
30 
df = 4 
17 
22 
68 
107 
0 
4 
6 
10 
. 01 
29 
90 
147 
➔*Group A, the stars, respondents most chosen by classmates. 
Group B, the isolates, respondents not chosen by classmates. Group 
C, respondents chosen by classmates but fewer times than stars. 
**One Group A respondent did not check this item. 
obtained above. These objective data included percentile rankines of 
scores on the Iowa Test of Educational Development (ITED) ,  given to 
the respondents while they were juniors. These rankings, as well as 
a listing of respondents who took a college entrance examination 
(ACT),  have been cited only for Groups A and B. These data have been 
summarized in Table IV-12, and were found to be consistent with the 
findings reported in the previous table. On the basis of the latter , 
the nul  hypothesis was rejected and the observed differences con­
sidered significant. 
Having established that the sociometrically- selected groups 
differed with reference to intelligence, the next sub-hypothesis 
tested was residence : 
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TABLE IV-12 . --Surmnary of data supporting differences between Group A 
and Group B members in intellectual ability. 
Average percentile rank of ITED scores 
Percentage of respondents in group who 
took ACT examinations 
Group A 
82 . 2  
Group B 
43 . 9  
31 . 0  
(b) The stars, as indicated by their classmates, do not 
differ significantly from the other groups in residence. 
The data by means of which this hypothesis was tested were obtained 
from responses to the question, "Where do you live? "  The respon-
, dents were given four alternatives from which they were to choose : 
(1) city, over 2,500 population ;  _ _ (2 ) town or village, under 2, 500 ; 
(3) in the country, but not on a farm; and (4) on a fann. The dis-· 
tribution of response s, presented in Table IV-13, show that the 
observed differences were not significant . Therefore, the null 
hypothesis was not rejected . 
TABLE IV-13.--A distribution of responses on basis of residence. 
Residence Group A Group B Group C Totals 
Village, town, or city 16 13 38 67 
Farm or rural nonfarm 13 16 52 81 
Totals 29 29 90 148 
x2 = 1 . 495 df - 2 P .  = .50 to . 30 
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A third sub-hypothesis related to this major hypothesis was 
concerned with estimated family income : 
(c) The stars , as indicated by their classmates, do not 
differ significantly from the other groups in their 
estimates of family income. 
Two questionnaire items were used to test this  hypothesis : 
12. Compared to the income of the parents of other students 
in the high school, the income of my parents is : 
1. one of the highest incomes 
2 . higher than the average income 
3. about average 
4. less  than average 
5. one of the lowest . . . . . . . . . . . 
18. Estimate of family income : 
1 .  under $3, 000 
2. $3, 000-5,999 
3. $6,000-8,999 
4. $9,000-11,999 
5. $12,000 or over 
A distribution of the responses to Item 12 have been presented in 
Table IV-14. · Item 18 responses revealed differences which were less 
significant ; their not being cited was based on two other considera­
tions : ( 1) nearly .ten per cent of the respondents did not complete 
this item, and ( 2 ) relative income rather than absolute income may 
be more important in the formation of the self concept. 
The data in Table IV-14 show differences which are signifi­
cant at the five per cent level, and are accounted for by the higher 
proportion of Group A respondents estimating family income to be 
higher than average while more Group B respondents rated family 
income as  les s  than average. On the basis of these data, the null 
hypothesis relating to estimated family income was rejected. 
The final null hypothesis to be considered in this section 
dealt with level of parental education : 
TABLE IV-14 .--A distribution of respondents' estimates of family 
income. 
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Group A Group B Group C Totals 
Above average 6 1 16 23 
Average 22 20 63 105 
Below average 1 8 11 20 
Totals 29 29 90 148 
x2 = 10. 21.3 df = 4 P .  � . 05 
(d) The stars, as indicated by their classmates , do not 
differ significantly from the other groups with refer­
ence to level of parental education. 
The respondents were asked to circle the number of the statement 
cited in Table IV-15 which indicated the highest grade completed by 
their fathers and mothers. The data revealed distributional differ­
ences that are significant at �he two per cent level for fathers , and 
at the five ·per cent level' for mothers. However , a composite dis­
tribution, such as is presented in Table IV-15 ,  shows differences 
which are significant at the one per cent level. In any case , the 
null hypothesis was rej ected anci support given to the major 
hypothesis. 
After considering the four sub-hypotheses separately, the 
findings were related to the general hypothesis. This was done by 
listing the variables , together with the level of significance of 
observed d ifferences between the various groups ,  as follows : 
I 
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TABLE IV-15 . --A distribution of respondents' listing of level of 
education achieved by parents. 
Eighth grade or less 6 
Some high school 2 
Graduated from high school 18 
High school plus vocational school 9 
Some college 14 
College or university graduate 5 
Don ' t  know 4 
Totals 58 
x2 = 32.061 df = 12 
(a) intelligence, P. < .02; 
(b) - residence, P. < .70 to .50; 
(c) · estiraate of family income, P • .(. 
(d) level of parental education, P. < 
Group 
B C 
14 44 
12 20 
16 60 
2 10 
4 24 
1 8 
9 14 
58 180 
P. < 
.01; and 
.01. 
Totals 
64 
34 
94 
21 
42 
14 
27 
296 . 
.01 
When these were rearranged, according to level of significance (from 
lowest to highest) , the order be came: residence; intelligence; and 
estimate of family income or level of parental education, both o·f the 
latter two showin g differences equally significant. 
In that the above implied that residence was of questionable 
value as a variable contributi�g to . successful experiences on the 
part of youth, an attempt was · made to pin-point the impact of each of 
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these variables. To do this ; attention was focused on the three 
criteria ry means  o f  which youth who were considered as having 
experienced success were identified ; these included ratings by class­
mates a s  (1) being mo st popular, (2) having done  mo st for the class 
and/or school, and (3) mo st apt to be successful in the po st high 
school years. This suggested that one might profitably look at 
three minor hypo the se s  related to the above criteria. 
Third hypothesis :  Popularity is related to ( a) intellectual abil­
ity, (b)  residence, (c) estimated family income, and (d) level 
of parental education. 
The degree to which this hypothesis was supported is shown 
in Table IV-16. The data show that the distribution of responses 
for the nine respondents  (three from each community) identified by . 
their classmates as  being most popular (when compared with those not 
mentioned with reference to any o f  the criteria) was significant at 
the five per cent level only with regard to the variable " level of 
parental education. " However, the data also show that these varia- · 
bles could be ranked, with intelligence being least significant ; 
i . e.,  less significant than residence. 
Fourth hypothesis: A second minor hypothesis  stated that being con­
sidered as  having done most for the class and/or school is 
related to respondent 's (a) intellectual ability, (b) residence, 
(c) estimated family income, and (d) level o f  parental education. 
Using the same procedure as above, the relevant data have 
been included in Table IV-16. · The data show that  the null hypothesis 
can be re jected at the five per cent  level only with reference to 
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1 1 level of parental education ;" However, it was noted that intelli­
gence ranked above residence on this variable ,  even though the latter 
retained the same level of signific3:11ce as it did with popularity. 
TABLE IV-16.--Levels of significance resulting from Chi- Square com­
parisons of all Group A respondents with all Group B respondents on 
selected variables. 
Criteria (Variables) 
1. Most popular 
a )  Level of parental education 
b ) Estimated family income 
c )  Residence 
d )  Intelligence {f 
2. Done most for class and/or school 
3 .  
a) Level of parental education 
b) Estimated family income 
c) Intelligence **  
d)  Residence 
Most likely to succeed in post high school years 
a )  Level of parental education 
b )  Estimated family income 
6) Intelligence *** 
d) Residence 
Level of 
Significance 
p • .(. . 01 
P. = . 10 . 05 
P. = . 30 . 20 
P. = .70 .50 
P. < . 01 
P.  = .10 . 05 
P .  = . 20 .10 
P.  = . 30 . 20 
P. <. . 01 
P. -<. • 01 
P. <. • 02 
P. = .70 - .50 
*The average percentile rank on ITED scores is 81. 
**The average percentile rank on ITED scores is 90. 
*{H�The average percentile rank on ITED scores is 90. 
Fifth hyPothesis: The third minor hypothesis stated that predicted 
success in post high school years is related to respondent' s 
(a) intellectual ability, (b) residence, (c) estimated family 
income, and (d) level of parental education. 
The data in the lower part of Table IV-16 show that a higher 
level' of significance prevailed for both intelligence and estimated 
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family income than was the case with the previous two criteria. 
Likewise, the null hypothesis was rejected at .the five per cent level 
with all of the variables except res_idence; and there was rea son to 
believe that residence may have more importance than indicated . This 
may be true because the data included in this study did not differen­
t iate between farm residents who live on the edge of town from those 
who live on the fringes of the community; i.e., the school district 
in this case. Nor was any distinction made between those who lived 
on farms accessible by all-weather roads and those farms which were 
located on inferior roads. The importance of the residence factor 
was not considered simply a farm-town dichotomy ; it was rather con­
cerned with the degree to which a farm residence removes or isolates 
one from the community center. 
Sixth hypothesis: A hypothesis, closely related to the above, s tated 
that stars express  more positive attitudes than isolates toward 
(a) the community, (b) its institutions, and (c) the future. 
A number of i terns in the check list (Part II, C of  the ques-· 
tionnaire) were designed to measure the respondent ' s  attitudes  
toward the community and several of its  institutions. A distribu­
tion of responses for one of these ( Item 10) is  presented in Table 
IV-17, and shows differences which are significant at the five per 
cent level of confidence. Most of the observed differences were 
attributed to the proportionately lower number bf agree responses  and 
higher number of disagree responses by Group A members and, con­
versely, to the proportionately more agree responses and fewer 
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disagree responses by Group B members. This indicated that the 
isolates saw their com unities practicing favoritism rather than 
providing opportunities for all. l 
Considered equally germane were questionnaire items· that 
sought to measure the respondents ' attitudes toward community insti­
tutions, particularly the family, religion, and the school. Of the 
three items which relate to the school (Items ll, 22, and 23),  only 
the first revealed differences that were significant at the five 
lother items relating to the community, and a percentage 
distribution of all responses to each item, are a s  follows: 
Unde- Dis­
Agree cided agree 
50 
57 
9 
50 
55 
24 
30 
13.5 
10 
15 
26 1. This community is an ideal place in which 
to live. 
13 2. I hope to move away from here within the 
next few years. 
77 . 5  3. It is easy for a high school graduate to 
find a job in this community. 
40 4. The community has provided adequate and 
available facilities for recreation ; e.g ., 
tennis courts, swimming pool, dancing· 
facilities. 
30 5. There are, in the community, adequate and 
available library facilities, both for 
research and general reading pleasure. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
28.5 25 46 . 5  9. The local community ieaders are conscious 
of youth needs and problems. 
45 29 26 10. Social
. status or "pull" determines who 
gets a job in this community. 
Although subsequent discussion will show that there are 
significant inter-community differences on four. of the items ( nmn­
bers 1 ,  4, 5 ,  and 9 ) , a crucial observation at the moment is that a 
minority of the respondents considers their cormnunity a s  providing 
any opportunities for the future; e. g., only thirteen per cent do 
not expect to emigrate within the next few years, and only nine per 
cent agree that "it is easy for a hieh school graduate to find a 
job in this community. " 
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TABLE IV-17. --A distribution ·of responses to , "Social status or pull 
determines who gets a job in this community. "  
Response Group A Group B Group C Totals 
Agree 7 17 43 67 
Undecided 9 7 27 4.3 
Disagree 13 5 20 38 
Totals 29 29 90 148 
x2 = 9. 867 df = 4 P. < . 05 
per cent level . Group C respondents tended to agree that one 's 
socioeconomic status was more important in school than how hard one 
studied, while Group A respondents disagreed to a greater degree. 
The majority of  students (6 1 per cent) felt that the local school 
was adequately preparing them for their future educational and 
occupational goals ( Item 35 ) .  
Before considering attitudinal questions concerning the 
family, several observations were noted. First, there were no 
significant differences observed among the group distributions of 
responses to (a) marital s tatus of mother and father ., · (b) current 
household arrangements, or ( c) ordinal position of the child in the 
family. However, data with reference to munber of siblings are 
presented in Table IV-18 . The observable differences , significant 
at the flve per cent level, were pr�marily the result o·f relatively 
more Group A respondents listing one and two brothers and/or 
98 
sisters, while Group B exceeded eA'})ectations in listing three, four, 
and five siblings. Group C exceeded expectations at both ends of 
the distribution; i.e. , in having no siblings and in having eight or 
more brothers and sisters. 
TABLE IV-18.--A distribution comparing the respondents on the basis 
of number of living brothers and sisters . 
Number of Living 
Brothers and Sisters Group A Group B Group C Totals 
0 2 1 6 9 
1 7 2 8 17 
2 9 3 10 22 
3 4 5 21 30 
4 2 6 20 28 
5 3 6 6 15 
6 1 3 5 9 
7 0 1 2 3 
8 or more 1 2 12 1 5  
Totals 29 29 90 148 
x2 = 26.713 df = 16 P. < .05 
Closely related to the above were two items in the check 
list which dealt with family planning and parental obligations 
(Items 8 and 25 ).  Although re�pons�s to neither showed significant 
differences in distribution among the three groups, the same data 
distributed on a community basis revealed differences which were 
significant at the one per cent level for the fonner ( Item 8) . 
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The data for the two statements, presented in Table IV-19, ·show 
that the communities ranked , on responses to both of these state­
ments, in an order consistent with growth status. This observation 
was  particularly interesting because the stable community, in which 
the largest percentage of respondents identified themselves as 
Roman Catholics ( 43 per cent), gave greater approval to both items 
than did the declining community, with fewer Roman Catholic students 
(22 per cent) . Furthermore, many if not most of the Roman Catholic 
students had attended a parochial school until the beginning of 
their senior year in high school. 
TABLE IV-19. --A percentage distribution of responses agreeing with 
statements on planned parenthood and parental responsibility. 
Statements 
Parents should plan for 
only as many children 
as they can help get 
s tarted in life. 
Parents have a responsibil­
ity to ensure their off­
spring vocational training 
or a college education. 
De Smet 
72 
69 
Community 
Howard 
60  
55 
Average 
Armour 
48 60 
51 59 
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Responses to questionnaire items related to the family are 
reported in Table IV-20. An analysis of the data indicated that 
Group A - members reflected more positive attitudes toward their family 
relationships than did members of_ the other groups. However, it was 
also noted that the Group A respondents were less apt to fashion 
their lives after family members. 
Several items in the check list sought to measure the 
:respondent's attitudes toward religion and/or the church ( Items 6, 
7, 16, and 24) . Only one ( Ite� 7) produced a distribution of 
responses which differs significantly at the five per cent level. 
This item stated, 1 1 The religious training I have received helps in 
decision-making and problem-solving. " The observed differences 
resulted primarily from the relatively higher proportion of Group A 
members who disagreed. Otherwise, differences between the groups as 
to whether the churches should provide more social and recreational 
facilities (Item 6) , on the place of religion in a scientific 
society (Item 16) , and on the changes taking place in Catholic and 
Protestant Churches were not significant. However, it can be 
pointed out that Group A raembers reported participatine in more 
church activities than did Group B members (106 to 66). 
Of the three items in the check list referring to the 
school, only one will be reported fully, as has been done in Table 
IV-21. An analysis of data indicates that Group B members d id feel · 
that academic succe ss went to students who were favored , for one 
reason or a..11o ther, rather than to those who studied hard. Responses 
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TABLE IV-20 .--0bserved differences among groups in their responses 
to questionnaire items relating to the family. 
Questionnaire Items 
11. My parents (or guardians ) are 
considered by most people in 
the community to be 
1. Very important 
2. Rather important people 
J .  Average people 
4 .  O f  less than average 
importance 
5. Not at all important 
Totals 
( x2 = 18. 847 df = 8 
15. Does your father consider his 
occupation to be 
1 .  Completely satisfactory 
2. Fairly satisfactory 
J . Good enough 
4 .  Not very good 
5. · Very poor 
X 
Totals 
(x2 = 27.240 df = 10 
16. Does your mother consider your 
father's occupation to be 
(s ame as above but different 
distribution ) 
17. Do you consider your father's 
occupation to be 
(saJJ1e as above but different 
distribution) 
c x2 = 19. 397 
df = 10  
df = 10  
Groups 
Totals 
A B C 
2 0 0 2 
8 1 16 25 
19 27 69 115 
0 1 2 3 
0 0 3 3 
29 29 90 148 
P . � . 02 )  
18 9 24 51 
6 9 4 5  60 
1 7 11 19 
1 2 5 8 
0 0 2 2 
3 2 3 8 
29 29 90 148 
P. � . 01) 
P .  = .50 to . JO) 
P .  < . 05 )  
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TABLE IV-20.-- Continued. 
Groups 
Questionnaire Items Totals 
A B C 
19 . Compared to o ther parents in the 
community, do you consider your 
parents and/or guardian to be 
1 .  Superior as parents and/ 
or guardians 15 4 32 51  
2. Above average 10 8 33  51 
3. Average 4 16 22 42 
4. Below average 0 0 2 2 
5. Ineffective as parents and/ 
or guardians 0 0 1 1 
X 0 1 0 1 
Totals 29 29 90 148 
( x2 = 22. 840 df = 10 p • .( . 02 ) 
46. Think of _ the person whom you 
would most want to fashion your 
life after. Is the person 
(Circle one number )  
1 •. A teacher or school 
counselor 10 4 9 23 
2. Your father or mother 7 8 27 42 
3. .An older bro ther or sister 0 1 12 13-
4. A relative not in your 
immediate family 2 6 8 16 
5. A close friend, not 
related to you 2 4 11 17 
6. A movie or TV star · 1 0 4 5 
7 .  A famous athlete 0 0 . 4 4 
8 .  .An impor tant governnient 
official 1 3 3 7 
9. Other: specify . 6 2 10 18 
X 0 1 2 3 
Totals 29 29 90 148 
(x2 = 36. ?11 df = 18 P .  < . • 02) 
x--Respondents who · dicL not complete this item. 
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to· other items relating to the attitudes of the respondents toward 
the practicality of course requirements ( Item · 23) , and the degree to 
which teachers took a personal interest in their students (Item 22),  
did not reveal significant difference s .  However, the latte·r gave 
some indication that Group B students considered teachers to be 
less interested in them personally than did Group A members. Thus, 
there was some empirical evidence affirming that Group A members 
had a more positive attitude toward the school than did the other 
respondents .  
TABLE IV-21.--.A distribution of responses to, "It doesn't make any 
difference how hard you study, it ' s  who you are that counts . 1 1 
Response Group A Group B Group C Totals 
Agree 2 11 23 36 
Undecided, 4 3 19 26 
Disagree 23 15 48 86 
Totals 29 29 90 148 
x2 = 10. 488 df = 4 P .  < . 05 
The third facet of the hypothesis under discussion focus.ed 
on the relative degree of confidence ( positive attitudes )  the various 
groups expressed with reference to the future. A check list item 
simply, stated, " Sometimes I get a bit frightened when I look beyond 
graduation from high s chool" ( Item 1 5 ) . A dis·tribution of responses 
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to this statement did not reveal significant differences, although 
about fifty-seven per cent of all respondents expressed agreement. 
However, an analysis of other items _in the questionnaire revealed 
that differences did exist, both between groups as well as between 
communities. A comparison of inter-group responses to selected 
items, presented in Table IV-22, indicat.ed differences which were 
significant at the two per cent level or better in each instance. 
rherefore, the null hypothesis was rejected for each item ; stars do 
express more confidence tha.n the isolates about the future. Further­
more, the general hypothesis was supported : stars express more 
positive attitudes than isolates toward (a) the conm1unity, (b) its 
' institutions, and (c ) the future. 
Having considered selected variables that distinguish the 
stars (Group A) from the isolates ( Group B ) ,  the next task was that 
of considering hypotheses related to the two major independent vari­
ables in this study : community structure and growth status. 
Seventh hypothesis: Self concept is a function of differential 
experiences with success within a given structure rather than 
being related to different community structures. 
The basic instrument for testing this hypothesis was an 
adaptation of the Twenty Statements Test which has been identified 
with the name of the late Manford Kuhn. l However, the categories he 
· 1 Kent p. Schwirian, 1 1 Variations in Structure of · the Kuhn­
McPartland Twenty Statements Test and Related Response Differences, u 
The Socio logical Quarterly, V {Winter , 1966) , pp. 4 5-59 . 
TABLE IV-22. --A distribution of responses to questionnaire items 
relating to the respondents ' attitudes toward the future. 
Groups 
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Questionnaire Items Totals 
A B C 
31.-E. Self-confident 
1 .  Not at all 2 1 11  14 
2 .  Somewhat 16 27 54 97 
3. Very 10 0 24 .34 
X 1 1 1 .3 
Totals 29 29 90 148 
(x2 = 16.007 df = 6 P .  < .02) 
.33. Educational desires 
1 .  Graduate from high school 1 9 5 15 
2. Graduate from vocational 
program 2 6 2.3 .31 
3. Some college, but no 
degree 2 4 6 12 
4. College or university 
graduate 14 8 38 60 
5 . Graduate studies 10 2 17 29 
X 0 0 1 1 
Totals 29 29 90 148 
(x2 = 29.076 df = 10 P .  < .01) 
34. Education.al expectations 
1. Graduate from high school 0 7 11 18 
2. Graduate from vocational 
program 1 14 29 44 
J.  Some college, no degree 12 1 12 25 
4. College or university 
graduate 10 7 .33 50 
5 .  Graduate studies 6 0 4 10 
X 0 0 1 1 
Totals 29 29 90 148 
(x2 = 4.3._ 764 df = 10 . P .  < . 01) 
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TABLE IV-22.--Continued . 
Groups 
Questionnaire Items Totals 
A B C 
44. Certainty of o ccupational 
choice 
1. Very sure 4 4 28 36 
2. Sure 20 15 36 71 
3. Not very sure 5 1 12 18 
4. Uncertain 0 7 9 16 
5 . Very uncertain 0 2 3 5 
X 0 0 2 2 --
Totals ' 29 29 90 148 
(x2 = 22. 776 df = 10 P.  < . 02 ) 
x--Respondents who did not complete this item. 
devised for the analysis of data, and a modification thereof were 
not considered suitable for the purposes at hand. Therefore, the 
categories listed below were developed to provide a framework by 
means of which the Twenty Statements Test items have been tabulated 
in Tables IV-23 and IV-24. 
CATEGORIES TO .BE USED IN ANALYZING TWENTY STATEMENTS  TEST ITEMS 
I. ' NEGATIVE SELF-ATTITUDE and/or BEHAVIOR: I am not attractive, 
intelligent, capable, liked, etc.;  or I dislike myself, am 
overweight, or skinny ; or I run shy, nervous, lacking in · 
confidence. 
II. SOC IALLY DISAPPROVED ATTITUDES and/or BEHAV IOR: I don ' t like 
school, work, authority, etc.; or I enjoy or am interested 
. in socially disapproved behavior--laziness, wildness, fun 
and joking (always) , hot-te�npered , etc. 
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III.  NEUTRAL ATTITUDES and/�r BEHAVIOR : statements in which no 
indication is given as to the socially-acceptable quality 
of the statement ; e.g. ,  " I  run tired of school." Does  this 
mean that the student is ready to drop out, that he has the 
. "spring fever, 11 or that he is anxious to move on to a greater 
challenge? Likewise, if a student says, 11 1 a.m concerned 
about my future, " is  he merely saying that he has given 
ser ious thought to it, or that he is extremely pessimistic 
about life in general? 
IV. SOCIALLY APPROVED ATTITUDES and/or BEHAVIOR : basically, the 
" Protestant Ethic 11 (thrift, hard work, sobriety, achieve­
ment oriented ) as tempered by the secularism of an affluent 
society (athletics, social drinking, smoking, etc. ) 
V. POSITIVE SELF-ATTITUDE and/or BEHAVIOR : I am attractive,  
intelligent, capable, popular, etc.; I accept myself and/or 
the life I am living; or I have achieved and am, therefore, 
successful. 
VI. CONSENSUAL STAT:21--iENTS : statements which can be verified by 
empirical data; e.g. , 1 1 I am in the upper one-third of my 
class, 11 or 11 I play in the band. 11 These standards can be 
verified. But if a student says , " I  am of average intel­
ligence, " he may or may not be thinking of some objective 
data about himself. Thus such a response is  placed in 
Category III. 
Table IV-23 contains a composite di stribution of responses 
arranged according to the sociometrically-selected groups. The 
observed differences are significant at the on e per cent level. The 
data indicate that the group s rank in the anticipated order accord­
ing to the average number of responses given : Group A, 14. 48 ;  
Group C, 12. 38; Group B, 11. 10. 
The above findings supported the hypothesis : attitudinal 
difference s are a function of differential experiences with success 
within ·a given structure rather than related to differences among 
community structures. However, two additional considerations 
challenged such a conclusion. First, there was the question of 
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T�IBLE IV-23.--A composite distribution of Twenty Statements Test 
responses arranged according to sociometrically-selected groups. 
Categories 
I 
II  
III 
IV 
V 
VI 
Totals 
x2 = 30. 72 
Group A* 
1 
43 
6 2 
198 
23 
90 
420 
Group B�H�-
20 
21 
47 
138 
8 
88 
322 
df = 10 
Group c·:f-*�- Totals 
49 73 
91 155 
151 260 
457 793 
49 80 
318 496 
1115 ' 1857 
P. � .01 
�-Group A, stars , respondents most chosen by classmates. 
*-�Group B ,  isolates, respondents not listed by classmates. 
*·� -�Group C ,  respondents mentioned fewer times than stars. 
validity ; can the hypothesis be tested by the· data provided above? 
A second consideration developed when the above data were rearranged 
by communities, as has been done in Table IV-24. The observed 
differences resulting from this arrangement of data. are also signif­
icant at the one per cent level of confidence. Thus , one was faced 
with data which support differences in responses within as well as 
between the sample communities. This raised the question whether 
inter-�ommunity differences are related to community structure , or 
to some other variable such as _ grow.th status. 
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TABLE IV-24.--A composite distribution of responses to Twenty State­
. ments Test items arranged according to communities. 
Corn.muni ties 
Categories Totals 
Annour De Smet . Howard · 
I 18 31 24 73 
II 37 58 60 155 
III 81 81 98 260 
IV 189 285 319 793 
V 15 46 19 80 
VI 131 108 257 496 
Totals 471 609 777 1857 
x2 = 62. 715 - df = 10 P. <. . 01 
T� understand the nature of the observed differences, it was 
noted that, in Table IV-23, Group A members listed proportionately 
fewer Category I responses, gave more Category V responses and made · 
fewer negative self-attitudes and more positive self-attitudes than 
could have been expected on the basi s of all responses. A similar 
exarn...i.nation of the data in Table IV-24 revealed that most of the 
observed inter-communi ty differences can be attributed to the 
relatively high proportion of De Smet responses in Category V and 
of How3!d responses in Category VI, and the proportionately fewer 
responses of De S.rr.et responden�s in . Category VI and of Howard 
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responses in Category V ;  i .e.', on a community basis, De Smet respon­
dents reflected relatively more positive self-attitudes and fewer 
consensual statements, while the opposite was the case with the 
Howard respondents. 
Thus a two-dimensional basis of differentiation was noted: 
within communities, the sociometric stars  reflected proportionately 
more positive self-attitudes than the other respondents; among 
com unities, respondents in the growing community reflected rela­
tively more positive self-attitudes than was the case with respon­
dents in the stable and declining communities.l In that indices 
related to differences between groups had been detailed rather 
exhaustively, the remaining need was to identify indices and varia­
bles, distributions of which may .. vary significantly between the 
sample communities. 
Two sets of five items were taken from the questionnaire 
and presented in Table IV-25. .Analysis of the data indicated that 
there were differences in religious identification among the respon­
dents of the three communities. The largest number of respondents in 
the declining community identified themselves.with the United Church 
of Christ. In the stable community, the greatest percentage of 
lThis observation is consistent with the hypothesis "that 
optimism would tend to be associated with community growth and 
affluence, pessimism with stagnation and decline. " Lois Dean, 
Five Towns: A Comparative Community Study (New York : Random 
House, 1967),  p .  43. 
111 
TABLE IV-25 . --A distribution of responses to selected personal data 
items arranged by communities. 
Communities 
Item Totals 
Armour De Smet Howard 
5 .  Religious identification : 
1. Baptist 0 0 1 1 
2. Episcopalian 0 1 0 1 
3. Jewish 0 0 0 0 
4. Lutheran 12 24 15 51 
5 .  Methodist 0 9 9 18 
6 . Presbyterian 0 3 2 5 
7 .  Roman Catholic 9 9 23 41 
8 .  United Church of 
Christ 15 6 0 21 
9 .  Other 4 2 2 8 
10. No religious 
affiliation 1 0 0 1 
Totals 41 54 53  148 
( x2 = 41. 854 df = 16 P .  < . 01)  
30. -D. Degree to which re-
spondents consider them-
selves to be capable :  
1 .  Not at all 0 0 0 0 
2. Somewhat 27 21 34 82 . 
3. Very 14 32 19 65 - -
Totals 41 53 53 147 
( x2 = 8. 713 df = 2 P .  < . 02 ) 
31 . -A .  Degree to which re-
spondents consider them-
selves cooperative : 
1 .  Not at all 0 0 0 0 
2. Somewhat 28 21 24 73 
3. Very 13 31 29 73 
X 0 2 0 2 
Totals . 41 54 5.3 148 
( x2 = 9. 557 df = 4 P. <.. • 0 5 )  
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TABLE IV-25. --Continued 
Communities 
Items Totals 
Amour De Smet Howard 
33 . Educational desires : 
1. Graduate fron high 
school 7 1 2 10 
2. Complete vo cational 
training 12 7 16 35 
3 .  Some college 4 1 5 10 
4. Gra duate from college 1/+ 31 16 .61 
5 .  Graduate studie s 4 14 13 31 
X 0 0 1 1 
Totals 41 54 53 148 
(x2 = 24. 747 df = 10 P .  � .01) 
34. Educational expe ctations : 
1. Graduate from high 
school 8 2 8 18 
2. Complete vocational 
training 14 11 19 44 
J. Some college 7 4 8 19 
4 • . Graduate from college 10 31 12 53 
5. Graduate studie s 2 6 5 13 
X 0 0 1 1 
To tals 41 54 53 148 
(X2 = 25. 21Lr df ::;; 10 P .  � . 01 )  
x--Respondent s who did no t co1.1.plete this i tern. 
respondents were Roman Catholics, while Lutherans were most numerous 
in the growing community. Having made this observation, it was 
recognized that no conclusions should be made as to the relative or  
actual strength of the various �elig�ous groups (denominations and/ 
or sects) in each of  the communities. The observed differences were 
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significant only with reference to the subjects, although a more 
detailed study of the religious life of these respondents and commu­
nities might have revealed other relationships. 
The next variable considered (Item 31 .-A) was the extent to 
which respondents described themselves as being cooperative in their 
social relationships. A distribution or' responses on a community 
basis revealed that the declining community subjects indicated a 
�ignificant tendency to d e scribe themselves as somewhat, rather than 
very cooperative. This is consistent with an observation reported 
elsewhere that youth-adult and/or youth-community relationships were 
less satisfactory in the declining community than in the other two 
communities. 
The fourth variable in Table IV-25 (Iten 33) revealed that 
respondents in the declining community would, if they were completely 
free to c�oose, disproportionately settle for a high school or 
vocational school education. The remaining variable (Item 34) 
indicated that their desires were consistent with their expecta­
tions. l These indication s that the declining community respondents 
viewed themselves as relatively less capable and cooperative, as  well 
as having more modest  educational aspirations, raised the question , 
lAt least one study shows that subsequent occupational 
attainments are related to adolescent aspirations in a positive 
manner; e. g.,  Williain P .  Kuvlesky and Robert C. Bealer, " The Rele­
vance of Adolescents' OccuDational .Aspirations for Subsequent Job 
Attainments , "  Rural Sociol�gy , �II . ( September , 1967) ,  'pp. 290-301. 
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" Can these observed differences be attributed to growth statu s, 
community structure, both or neither? 1 1 Before at tempting an answer, 
five iterns from the check list ( Items 1, 4 ,  5 ,  8 and 9 ) , repor ted in 
Table IV-26, were analyzed. Analysis of the data indicate that the 
respondents in the growing coillL1unity disproportionately considered 
their community to be an ideal place in which to live, while the 
subjects in the declining and stable communities were al.Jnost equally 
divided on the merits of their respective communities. Undoubtedly, 
this attitude was related to responses recorded with reference to 
Item 4, which indicated that the growing community respondents over­
whelmingly (86 per cent ) agreed that their community provided ade­
quate and available facilities for recreation. The declining commu­
nity subjects, in contrast, almost unanimously (96 per cent ) dis­
agreed. They considered their com unity severely lacking in this 
respect. The youth in the s table community revealed a moderate 
level of agreement (53 per cent ) . 
1'he situation with reference to the adequacy of library 
facilities (Item 5) was almost identical, with a high degree of 
agreement being expressed by the growing community' s respondents. 
The declining community subjects expressed a low level of agreement, 
and the students in the stable community gave moderate support to 
this statement. 
Although Item 8 does not fit neatly into the discussion at 
this point, it was consider ed nevertheles s. The data show that the 
respondents from the declining community,  primarily conser vative 
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Pro·testants, did not agree with this statement . The growing commu­
nity students disproportionately agreed that parents should plan for 
only as many children as they can help get started in life. As was 
mentioned elsewhere , the stable community gave strong support to 
this statement ,  even though a large percentage of the respondents 
identified themselves as Roman Catholics . 
TABLE IV-26. --A distribution of response s  to selected check list 
items arranged by communities. 
Com unities 
Items Totals 
Armour De Smet Howard 
1. This community is an ideal 
place in which to live : 
1. Agree 15 41 18 74 
2 .  Undecided 12 8 1 5  35 
3. Disagree 14 5 20 39 
Totals 41 54 53 148 
(x2 = 24 . 648 df = 4 P .  < . 01 )  
4. The coJTu�unity has provided 
adequate and available facili-
ties for recreation : 
28 75 1 .  Agree 2 45 
2 .  Undecided 0 7 7 14 
3. Di sagree 39 2 18 59 
Totals 41 54 53 148 
( x2 = 86. 31+8 df = 4 P. < • 01) 
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TABLE IV-26. --Continued 
Cmmnuni ties 
· Items Totals 
Armour De Smet Howard 
5 .  There are in the community 
adequate and available 
library facilities : 
1. Agree 6 21 14 41 
2. Undecided 9 16 13 38 
3. Disagree 26 17 26 69 
Totals 41 54 53 148 
(x2 = 10. 258 df == 1+- P. 4' • 05 ) 
8 .  Parents should plan for 
only as many children as 
they can help get star ted 
in life : 
1. Agree 19 39 32 90. 
2. Undecided 9 10 14 33 
3. Disagree 13  5 7 25 
Totals 41 54 53 148 
(X2 = 18 . 9 54 df = 4 P. < .01) 
9. The local community lead-
er s are conscious of youth 
needs and problems : 
1. Agree 6 21 14 41 
2. Undecided 9 16 13 38 
3. Disagree 26 17 26 69 
Totals 41 54 53 148 
(x2 = 10 . 258 df = 4 P. < .0 5) 
The final item in this set stated that "local community 
leaders are conscious of youth · needs and probl_ems. 11 The observed 
differences, which are significant at the five per cent level , were 
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the result of the differential responses between the growing end 
declining communities. Respondents in the former registered a rela­
tively htgher degree of agreement and a lower level of disagreement, 
while among the declining community respondents the opposite· pre­
vailed .  Thus, one was unable to retain without qualification the 
hypothesis that attitudinal differences . are a function of d iffer­
ential experiences  with success within a given structure rather 
1than related to d ifferent community structures. 
Eighth hypothesis :  Attitudinal differences are a function of 
differential experiences with success within a conununity rather 
than of the commun ity 1 s growth status. 
As had been noted above in the discussion of community 
structure, there were observable differences related to growth 
status. Therefore, one might have retained the null form of this 
hypothesis; i. e . ,  that there is no relationship between attitudinal 
differences and differential experiences with success that is  more 
significant than the relationship between attitudinal differences 
and community growth status . However, before concluding that the 
hypothesis was• supported, it  was asked whether the observed rela­
tionship between attitudes and community growth status might be 
spurious; i . e. ,  might there be other variables related to growth 
status that were operative? 
If other and/or intervening variables were operative in this 
situation, what might they hav� been? A first answer vias that any 
or all of the variables related to growth status might have been 
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important, i. e., the variables that contributed to a decline in 
growth s tatus, or at least made an increase improbable, may also have 
served to les sen the ability of a community to sociali ze effectively 
many of its you th. Therefore, it may not have been just  the· fact of 
population loss that was important, but the several forces that 
eventually pushed many persons, especially youth, out of a given 
community. 
A brief recapitulation of significant inter-community 
differences in distributions of responses to the selected items 
recorded in Table IV-25 were used to clarify the issue . It had been 
noted that growth status was related to a respondent ' s view of  him­
self as being capable and cooperative, as well as to his educational 
des ires and expectation s . The next question raised asked whether 
these observed relationships received any other empirical support ; 
and the answer was positive . For instance, if the percentile rank 
of scores on the Iowa Test of Educational Development (ITED) made 
by the Group A and Group B respondents in each community (Group C 
scores were not obtained ) were averaged , the following rank and 
average percentiles were obtained: 
1) the growing community, 70. 5 ;  
2) the stable community, 6J. J; and 
J) the declining community, 52 . J  
Thus, there were indications that the observed inter-community 
differences in personal estimates of_ ability as well
 as ·educational 
plans and expectations, represented real differences. However, the 
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test title implied a measurement of development or progress ; j_f so, 
the test scores indicated that success was related to community 
growth status. 
A review of  the responses to the items from the check list 
presented in Table IV-26, yielded results which were expected. If 
' 
the focus were on the item concerned with the adequacy and avail­
ability of facilities for recreation, objective observation 
supported the growing community as being best equipped. 1Uthough 
the stable community had a better library building, the growing 
community had plans for new facilities . The latter likewise had the 
added advantage of  having several or iginal Harvey Dunn paintings, as 
well as literature on the Wilder novels. Possessing advantages in 
reference to the two factors mentioned above, it was considered less 
than surprising that  more respondents in the growing community 
considered their community an id eal place in which to live. Con­
versely, it was expected that youth in a community which did not 
have available similar facilities would be more apt to disagree with . 
the statement, "local community leaders are conscious of  youth needs 
and problerns. 11 Finally, in that studies cited in the review o f  
liter�ture listed a higher per capita income and a higher farm 
operator level of  living for the county of  which the growing commu­
nity was the county seat town, the observed greater support for 
family planning was anticipated. 
Having reviewed the data, the conclusion which appeared 
prudent was that the final hypothesis must be qualified : attitudinal 
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differences are a function of differential experiences with success 
within a community rather than of the community ' s growth status 
( or structure ) ,  but success appears . to be more obtainable in a grow­
ing community,  in which also the �ommunity structure may be oriented 
· more toward assisting youth in their quest for success ( and more 
positive attitudes ) . 
CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSIONS 
Summary 
The suggestion had been made that the increasing inci­
dence of juvenile delinquency might be reversed if, among other 
approaches, 
a much greater attempt than at present is made to discover 
exactly how our society is structured, organized, and opera­
ted, and what this portend s  for the everyday life of youth 
(including delinquent youth ) in specific segments of the 
society, and for their ambitions, values, and sense of self 
worth. l 
Responding to the challenge embodied in the above suggestion, this 
study focused on a segment of our society--three rural communi­
ties--and sought to ascertain the differential impact of two 
independent variables--community structure and growth status--on the 
dependent variable--attitudinal differences among youth. 
For purposes of  this study, community structure was defined 
as the particular network of interaction patterns which is identifi­
able in a community at a given point in time and which persists 
over a period of time. It was assumed that the particular social 
structure that prevails in a given community reflected the values 
and goals of the community, although it was recognized that once 
lReport to Congress on Juvenile Delinquency, loc. cit. 
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s tructures and values are established they tend to resist change. 
It was further recognize·d that community structures are not uniform; 
therefore , a typology of communities was developed to provide a 
frame of reference against which a variety of communities might be 
compared. The primary or basic characteristic differentiating the 
several types was its orientation with reference to its members. 
Four types were projected although all three of the communities in 
:this study were classified as being of the same type. 
This community type, called the Transitional, was presented 
as one that develops whenever a new geographical or technological 
frontier opens. It was seen to operate on the premise that there 
were opportunities for all, and that each was permitted to pursue. 
his interests as  long as there was at most a marginal impingement on 
the intere sts of others. Communities of this type, in their pure 
form, were considered to be oriented toward maximi zing the develop­
ment of some resource. Thus, they provided opportunities for all 
who were capable and motivated. When a particular frontier (a new · 
opportunity) had been developed, and no other opportunity became 
available, these communities tended to become either traditional or 
"transmutational" in orientation. l 
The second independent variable, growth status, was more 
easily defined and m easured. Growth status, as used herein, simply 
!According to the typology, transmutational communities are 
planned communities , in which ·there is a prepared place for planned 
replacements - of a community ' s members. - A  brief description of the 
typology is presented in Appendix D. 
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referred to the experience of' a community with reference to popula­
tion numbers. A loss of population between 1940 and 1960 in excess 
of five per cent, as calculated from U. S. Census data was the 
. . ' 
criterion for a declining community; a similar increase during this 
period was the criterion for a growing community; and a community 
with a 1960 population within five per cent of its 1940 population 
was considered to be a stable community. 
The dependent variable--attitudinal differences among 
youth--was measured by an adaptation of the Twenty Statements Test 
and selected questionnaire items. To ascertain whether a differen­
tiation of developing attitudes among youth was possible, both within 
and between communities, a sociometric device was employed. This 
instrument requested the responden ts--high school seniorc--to list 
three members of their respective classes, other than themselves, 
whom they considered: (a) to be most popular among their cla ss­
mates; (b) to have done most for their class and/or the school; and 
(c) most likely to be successful in the post high school years. It . 
was assumed that the persons mentioned most times could be considered 
most successful and would, thus , reflect more _positive attitudes 
with reference to certain enumerated variables . 
In addition to the developmen t of a typology of communities, 
an objective mentioned above, this study also sought to ascertain 
whether there was a relationship between an individual ' s position 
and experience within a community's structure and the a.ttitudinal 
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differences developed therein , to identify factors that were 
related to a community' s  growth status , and to relate the latter to 
attitudinal difference s among youth . ·  
The review of literature included theoretical studies  of 
the community, treating the community both as a structure and as a 
system ; studies  of particular communities , both in the United States 
and Canada ;  and writings on the process  of socialization. Also, 
:Turner ' s  thesis and monographs related thereto were cited, as well 
as a variety of articles relating to the problems of youth in the 
mid-twentieth century. 
The conceptual framework for this study was expres sed in 
eight interrelated observations and/or generalizations. These  
assigned major responsibility for the attitudes  developed by youth 
to differential experiences with success within the community .  It 
was suggested that the process  of attitude formation begins in 
infancy and within the family, but is later influenced by the 
degree of success  the community is able to provide the socializee . 
It was further suggested that com.munities may differ with reference 
to the degree . to which success  experiences are available to their 
youth. These generali zations were embodied in the hypotheses. 
The sample communities used in this study, other than 
meeting the criteria earlier specified with reference to changes in 
population nwnbers , were matched with reference to : ( a) population 
in 1940 ; ( b )  s tatus as cour1ty s_ea t �owns ; and ( c )  geographical base , 
the latter constituting an attempt to minimize the importance of 
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noncultural factors in ob served inter-cormmnity differences. The 
subjects in this study were members of the 1967 senior high school 
clas s ,  or reputational leaders, in each of the selected communities. 
The former were group interviewed, shortly before graduation·, using 
a que stionnaire. The reputational leaders were interviewed person­
ally using open-ended questions. The sainple communities were: . 
Armour, county seat of Douglar, County, the declining community; 
�e Smet, county seat of Kingsbury County, the growing community ; and 
Howard, county seat of Miner County, the stable community. 
Findings Related to the Hypo theses 
Within the contextual frrunework outlined above, eight 
hypotheses were projected and te�ted. The hypotheses and the 
conclusions resulting from their testing were as follows : 
First hypothesis: there are observable ecological and socio­
economic differences between communities which are related to 
growth status. 
This hypothesis was accepted on the basis of the observed 
differences between the three communities when compared on a number 
of variables. It was noted that the growing com unity (a) was the 
county seat town in the larger county, (b) was more centrally 
located, (c) was served by more adequate highway and railroad 
facilities, and (d) was more favorably located with reference to 
other shopping centers. 
Second hyoo thesis : successful yout� in a communit�, the st�rs 
as indicated by the ir clas smates, differ . from the �sol�tes in 
(a ) intelligence, (b ) residence ; (c ) estimated fanuly income, 
and (d) level o f  parental education • .  
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Of the four indices mentioned in the hypothesis, the only 
relationship that was not significant at the two per cent level of 
confidence was residence, although more of the stars than the iso­
lates reported living in town rather than on farms . There i.:1as reason 
to believe that the importance of residence may have been greater 
than shown in this study. The reason for this possibility was that 
rural farm residence may vary as much or more than town residences, 
poth in ecological and economic terms. Dimensions of this have been 
I 
included in the findings with reference to the following three 
hypotheses. This hypothesis, then, was accepted with the limitation 
noted. 
Third hypothesis: popularity is related to ( a) intellectual 
ability, (b ) residence, ( c) _estimated family income, and (d) 
level of parental education. 
The data indicated that the null hypothesis can be rejected 
only for level of parental education. However, it was observed that 
estimated family income was significant at the ten per cent level, 
and that residence had a higher degree of significance than intel­
ligence. The higher significance of residence with this  hypothesis 
was explained _ in terms of central place theory ; i.e., to\m residence 
locates one closer to where the action is, while a farm residence 
may mean that one is spatially removed from the center of activity. 
The low relationsh ip revealed between popularity and intelligence 
is consistent with other findings; e. g ., Coleman.
1 
lJames s .  Coleman, The Adolescent So ciety (New York :  The 
free Press, 1961 ).  
Fourth h�rpothesis : being identified as having done most for 
the class and/or the school is related to (a ) intellectual 
ability, (b ) residence, (c ) estimated family income, and 
(d ) level of parental education. 
As was the case with the previous hypothesis, the only 
significant relationship in this instance was level of  parental. 
education. It was noted, however, that estimated family income 
and residence retained identical levels of significance as above, 
but that intellectual ability was more significant than residence 
with this hypothesis. 
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Fifth hypothesis: predicted success is related to (a) intel­
lectual ability, (b ) residence, (c ) estimated frunily income, and 
(d) level of parental education. 
The data with reference to this hypothesis indicated that 
the null hypothesis can be reta�ned only for residence . Intellec­
tual ability, estimated family income, and level of parental educa­
tion all showed relationships that were significant at the two 
per cent level of confidence. 
Thus, the findings revealed that level of parental educa-
tion was significant at the one per cent level in each of the four 
above interrelated hypo theses. Although residence showed almost 
no relationship to predicted success in the post high schoo l  years, 
it  seemed to be an important factor with reference to popularity and 
in doing mo st for the class and/or school. The relevance of  
residence appeared to  be related to the degree to  which it  limited 
participation at the center of the community. 
Sixth hyPothesis: stars express more positive attitudes than . 
isolates toward (a) the community, (b ) its institutions, and 
(c) the future. 
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The data indicated that the null hypothesis  can be rejected 
and the hypothesis accepted as stated above. However, it was 
ob served that the isolate ' s less pos.itive attitude toward the 
community seemed to reflect an awareness  of strained interpersonal 
relationships ; e . g., pull determines who gets a job, the teachers 
show favoritism, and my parents are only average when compared to 
other parents. 
Seventh h o thesis: attitudinal differences are a function of 
differential experience s  with success within a given structure 
rather than related to different community structu res. 
The data indicated that differences in attitudes between 
the stars (the often chosen )  and the isolates (the less chosen ) ,  
as measured by Twenty Statements Test items, were significant at the 
one per cent level . However, the data also indicated that signifi­
cant differences  existed between communities. This sugge sted that 
there was a two-dimen �ional basis of differentiation .. Within 
communities, the sociometric stars reflected proportionately more 
positive self attitudes than the other respondents. Among commu­
nitie s, respondents in the growing community reflected relatively 
more po sitive . self attitudes than was the case with respondents in 
the s tabl e  and declining communities. In that the acceptance or 
rejection of the significance of  community structure appeared to 
be interrelated with growth status, the final hypothesis shared in 
the discussion. 
Eighth hypothesis: attitudinal differe�ce� are a fun�tion of 
differential experiences with success  within a community 
rather than of the com..rnunities growth statu s. 
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Thus , the final section of the su..rnmary sought to ascertain 
the differential impact of two independent variables--community 
structure and growth status--on the .dependent variable--attitudinal 
differences among youth . The data suggested the following four 
interrelated generalizations , although the observed empirical 
support for the same was not accepted as conclusive. 
1. Attitudinal differences are a function of differential 
experiences with success within a given community. 
2. These  differential experiences with succes s  can be 
attributed to ( a )  the innate ability of the individual, (b )  the 
location of the socializee 1 s basic primary group ( the family) , 
vertically and hori zontally, with the community' s structure , and 
( c ) the ability of each sociali zing agency, individually and col­
lectively, to provide successful experience s for its sociali zee s . 
3 .  The ability of a com unity to provide successful experi­
ences for its socializees i s  related to the community ' s growth 
status ; i. e. , a growing corrununity generally is able to provide 
successful experiences for a larger number of potential sociali zees , 
but not necessarily for a larger proportion of potential sociali­
zees. The latter stresses the importance of the fertility rate 
with reference to a corn1nunity 1 s growth status . 
4. The ability of a community to provide  successful 
experiences for its sociali zees  is related to a community ' s  struc­
ture ; i. e . , communities  vary in the degree to which they are pur­
posefully organi zed to assist members to achieve successful 
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experiences. It was assumed · that a community structure organized to 
assist members in achieving successful experiences would encourage 
community growth. 
One other finding, indirectly related to the above -generali­
zation, provided a necessary insight into the process  of d ifferential 
experiences with success  within a given community. A comparison 
of the three groups used in this study revealed that Group A members 
reported fewer living brothers and sisters, differences which were 
significant at the five per cent level. A similar compari son of the 
communities revealed d ifferences which were not s ignificant (P. = . JO 
to . 20) , although the growing community respondents reported the 
lowest average number of siblings: growing community, 3. 28; declin­
ing community, 3. 41; and stable community, 4.08. 
The - above suggested that the following variables may be 
important, in the order given, to the success experiences of youth: 
1. Level of parental education 
2. Estimated family income 
J. Intellectual ability of youth 
4. Number of siblings 
5. Residence in a growing community1 
The degree to which the above may not apply was seen to vary 
inversely with the degree to which the community structure was 
organized to assist youth in achieving succes sful 8A'J)eriences . 
lThis implied living in town or rural - nonfarm. Rural farm 
communities are declining in population numbers. 
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These generali zation·s, based on the data gathered in this 
study, indicated that the eighth hypothesis  may be accepted as valid 
for the sample communities, for even within the growing community 
there were isolates who viewed themselves and the community in less 
positive terms. The observed relationship between attitudinal 
differences and growth status appeared to be indirect ; i . e. ,  the 
growing conm1unity provided more opportlli1ities for success than did 
the stable or declining conLmunity. 
The seventh hypothesis, relating concept of self to a 
differential experience with success within a coIJh--nunity rather than 
to community structure, was also accepted for the sample co111D1uni ties. 
The observed inter-community differences could not be attributed to 
differences in conu�unity structure, for these were slight • .Also, 
all three communities in this study were considered to be of the 
Transitional type within the typology developed with this paper. 
L�plications for Further S tudi 
Particular permutations and conbinations do not represent 
ends ; they are but temporary arrangenents which shortly become a 
part of or are r eplaced by others . The concepts, ideas, and data 
brought together in this dissertation were not presented as being 
definitive. Rather the approach employed herein sought to identify 
relationships which may be sub j ected to examination by more natural­
istic devices. 
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Among the various implications for further research aris­
ing out of this paper, perhe..ps none was deemed more challenging than 
a further tcstine; and d evelopr.:cnt o·f the typology o f  corm. uni ties 
established herewith. Its potential fruitfulness was s een to arise 
out of its fo cus : a typo logy of corriituni ties based on how con.muni­
ties contribute to the attitudes which develop ainong their r1em.bers . 
Another area of research suggested by the typology of 
communities would be to cor.ipure atti tudinal differences arnong youth 
in a community such as a Hutterite colony with the responses obtained 
from the youth sru"."lpled in this study . Or, one might compare a tti tu­
dinal differences runong youth in an established New England co.111iunity 
with responses  obtained in this study. Finally, one might attenpt 
to compare response_s obtained  in this study with data solicited froa 
subjects in some coJT1nunity in a nation state which has had welfare 
programs_ in operation for a consider2.ble period of time ; e .g . , 
Sweden. 
Challenging impli cations for further research also arose out 
of the findings of thi s study with reference to variables related 
to growth status. For instance , one migh t take the counties of 
South . Dako ta, balun ce for population density, and compare the county 
seat towns that are grm-1ing with those that ·are declining on the 
variables used in this study ; e.g. , county si ze ,  centrality of 
lo cation ,  highway and railroad services , and relationship to o ther 
complete shopping center . 
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Another ecological aspect that was thought worthy of 
further investigation is the impact of the relative i solation of 
rural farm youth on attitude forma�ion . There were indications in 
this study that rural farm youth are less apt to be popular or to 
have contributed proportionately to their high s chool cla s s  or 
school. Was this because they had less free  time, or because  they 
were relatively more not "where the action is? 1 1 This study 
attempted to exclude tuition students from the isolate group on the 
grounds  that they were at an ecological disadvantage. Thi s was 
considered extr emely important in the light of school reorganiza­
tion activities going on at the present time. Should a pattern 
emerge in which a single high school remain s in most rural counties, 
would the students living closest to the school, other things being 
equal, enjoy an unfair advantage? In that there has been a concern 
expressed in recent years about equal opportunity, should not this 
dimen sion be investigated? 
In that the dropouts were not repre sented in this study, 
research similar to this attempt but including dropouts would 
undoubtedly p·rovide additional insight into the relation ship between 
attitude formation and corranunity structure and/or growth status. 
Of greater concern than school reorganization, for the 
communitie s  at the time of this study, was the proposed reorgani­
zation of countie s  to provide larger administrative units. Presum­
edly, its proponents supported it on the grounds that ·costs  would 
be cut and services improved . However, adult leaders in the county 
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seat towns visited wer e unif0rmly in opposition to reorganization . 
They were convinced that the proposed action would cause their 
communities to d e cline . Research needs to be carried out that would 
investigate the total cost of the proj ected reorganization,. includ­
ing d islocation costs . 
Another area that might provide interesting and profitable 
research possibilities is that of studying in greater detail family 
size as a variable relating to personal adjustment, or attitud ina1 
d ifferences . Studies cited in the review of literature, and 
supported by data gathered in this study, ind icated that family 
size is inversely related to a favorable concept of self and posi­
tive attitudes. Attempts could be made to establish some optimum 
family size, although this writer holds the opinion that particular 
families vary with respect to the number of children they can 
effectively sociali ze, in the sense of preparing them for partici­
pation in the larger society. 
Likewise, this study suggested that an evaluation of 
differential responses to proposals concerning family planning, 
between respondents reared in large and small families, could be 
rewarding. Also, ascertaining d ifferences in attitudes toward 
family planning among respondents identified with the various 
religious denominations and/or sects could provide another challenge . 
The data cited in this. study ind icated that these respondents con­
formed more to community values than to denominational. o r  sect 
patterns . 
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This study did not delve deeply into the role of religion in 
the development of attitudes or of the self concept, nor did it 
attempt .to detail the relationship b-etween the degree of ecumenicity 
prevailing among churches and community structure or growth . status. 
Considered of particular interest to the writer was the almost 
total lack of any ecumenical spirit among the churches in the stable 
community. Ecologically, and in terms of the percentage of adults 
¥ho have graduated from high school, one would have expected the 
stable community to rank above the declining community. But this 
did not appear to be the case, although the growing community seemed 
to reflect the greatest amount of ecumenism as one might have 
expected. 
Another suggestion for further study relates to the problem 
which provided the motivation for this research--an attempt to 
counteract the increas ing incidence of juvenile delinquency. The 
data analyzed herein, and o ther evidence and opinion cited, point to 
the importance of each level of socialization in preparing the 
socializee for the subsequent level. This process of building on 
the foundation provided by previous levels of sociali zation high­
lights the importance of the primary socializing agency, namely, 
the family. It also underscores the responsibility of parents. 
The implication is that parenthood needs to be taken much more 
seriously in the present and immediate future than it has been in 
the past. The support given to statements about family planning 
indicated that today ' s youth may be entertaining some thoughts about 
the degree to wh ich their parents may or may not have exercised 
good judgment in terms of family size. 
_If the typology of communities developed with this s tudy 
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has any validity, and if the Transmutational community--the .hypothet­
ical community of the future--becomes a reality, two alternatives 
seemed pos sible. On the one hand, the larger society may continue 
to develop programs whereby inadequate families are assisted or 
feplaced as far as parental responsibility is concerned . On the 
other hand, through more adequate preparation for marriage and 
parenthood, prospective parents may be encouraged and a ssisted in 
assessing more accurately the ir ability to prepare a determined 
number of offspring to compete effectively (achieve success) in the 
larger society and during adulthood. Each of these alternatives 
requires further study. 
Several observations were made by the researcher relating 
to out-migration of youth in each of the sample communitie s. First, 
several of the adults interviewed men tioned that the respective 
commun ities were unable to hold their youth. This concern was 
recognized also in the following editorial. 
Many lament over lo ss  of young people, but they' re not lack­
ing in some areas .  
Much is written about the loss  of young people to South 
Dakota and there has always  been and will always be loss, 
a s  tho�e trained for particular fields go where there i s  
opportunity for them. But in turn, there are tho�e who come 
to our state from others, in business  and profession . 
South Dakota is not fo be considered devoid of youth. 
De Smet is an instance , with the majority of its business and 
professional person s in their earlier working years, this to 
a greater extent than two decades ago. l 
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No interviewee even hinted that his co�Jnunity may have been and 
may still be procreating too many-:--an excess number--of offspring. 
The assumption that the youth who migrate will find a place else­
where was interpreted to be a survival of the frontier influence. 
Closely related to the above is the question asked reputa­
tional leaders in each of these communities as to the causes of 
crime and delinquency, 1 1 not to mention riots and lootings." The 
respondents did not view these as their problems, and they appeared 
to be relieved that they were far removed from the scenes of 
violence. The provocative thing_ about this was that they did not 
relate, in any way, the out-migration of youth from their c01mnu­
nities with the piling up of youth , many unemployed, in urban areas. 
A challenging area . of research, therefore, would be an investiga­
tion of the differential experiences with success that youth from 
these com unities have achieved in urban centers. 
lThe De Smet l{ews ,  October 5 ,  1967 • 
APPENDIX A 
OPEN-ENDED QUESTIONS USED WITH COMMUNITY LEADERS 
1. This study is concerned with community adjustment to social 
change. With reference to the ________ community : 
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( a )  What have been the maj or changes confronting the com..mu­
nity since 1940? (Or roughly since the end of World War II ) 
(b )  How has the community attempted to face these changes and 
deal with the problems related thereto? 
2. As you think of this community (Armour, De Smet, Howard ) :  
( a )  What do you consider its main attractions to be ; i. e. , 
why should anyone want to live here? 
(b )  What further changes would you like to see, if  any? 
J. If one is to appreciate and understand this community, what 
special insight ( factors ) should one keep in mind? That is, 
what makes this community tick? 
4. ( a ) De Smet : This community is one of the few rural co.wID.u­
nities in South Dakota showing a population increase ( JO. J 
per cent) between 1940 and 1960 ; to what do you attribute 
this increase? 
(b ) Howard : The population of this community held rather 
constant during the 1940-1960 period (l. J per cent 
decline ) ; to what do you attribute this? 
(c )  Armour : This community has shown a lJ. 6 per cent decline 
in population during the 1940-1960 period ; to what do you 
attribute this? 
5 . Our society in general, and many comrnunities in particular, 
are experiencing substantial increases i� juvenile delinquency 
and crime ( not to mention riots and lootings) : 
( a )  To what causes ( factor_s ) do_ you attribute this? 


















































